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Can you find Tom, Matt and Mike Reiner? Pictured above is one of the Mission 
Teams, including Bay Methodist participants, and the family they helped. Not 
pictured: Megan Mohney, Erin Mohney, Marisa Reynolds, Evan Paine and Eric 
Mohney.  

 

     MISSION TRIP   
UPCOMING  PRESENTATION  

AUGUST 21 & 22  
 

A presentation will be given during worship by the Christ Lutheran 
high school youth who participated in a recent mission trip called the 
Appalachian Service Project. This project, ASP, is a Christian minis-

try involving home repair, housing rehabilitation and new home 
building. The students will share the activities they participated in 

and what they learned from this trip in relationship to their faith. We 
hope you enjoy our presentation! 

�

���
�������
������

�
�
�����������	�
������
����������������
��
���������

�����
����
����������
�����
�� ���
�
����
����
���
�������������������������������������� �
�
!�������"�#�����$���� �%�
�
��
�&�'���
�����(��$������ ����������������)�
�
��������������������������������*�+�,�
�

���������-�����
����� �.��
�
!�����	�/�����
����������������-������
�
����
����������������������������-������
�



� �  
 !  � �  " �  � 


FROM THE PASTOR… 
 

Exodus has been the focus of attention at the Saturday morn-
ing Men’s Bible Study lately. The Children of Israel are leav-
ing Egypt and learning about manna and quail and being 
thirsty.  They complain, they are anxious, they long to go 
back to Egypt, they are fearful of an uncertain future. One of 
the Bible study participants keeps bringing up the theme of 
learning to trust God.  That is what this wilderness time was 
about, he says, learning to trust God. 
 
Is that what they will be saying someday looking back on the 
times we are living? Will they say that God was teaching us 
about trusting, about faith?  In a world where the future looks 
uncertain, a world that is growing warmer with climate that is 
changing, in a world where so many are focused on fear is 
God trying to teach us where real help will be found? 
 
As I look back over my life I think of all the things that kept 
me awake at night and how few of them ever affected me at 
all.  I remember Y2K and all the anxiety that generated – all 
the prophets who were sure that they knew what God was 
going to do then – ten years later none of the nightmares we 
imagined were visited upon us.  The only ones who were 
worth listening to were the prophets that declared that God 
would provide.  God has. 
 
I think of the places where it seems that God has not provided 
– Rwanda, Haiti, New Orleans, 9/11.  Terrible things have 
happened to some people. Yet even in those terrible moments 
those who have believed and trusted in God tell stories of 
new beginnings and love and selfless giving in the midst of 
the chaos. 
 
Sometimes God’s people journey through the wilderness.  
The word from God for those times is trust.  Trust in God, 
whatever happens God will not fail you.  Do not give your 
heart to the prophets of doom and gloom – give your heart to 
God.  And “the peace of God which surpasses all understand-
ing will keep your hearts and minds in  Christ Jesus.” 
(Philippians 4:7) 
 
Peace be with you. 
Pastor Schlessman 
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Meeting Scheduled 
for 

 Confirmation  
Students & Parents  

 
Tuesday, August 17th at 8:00 P.M. 

In the Social Hall 
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Six Weeks Bible Study Primer 
 

Thursday Nights 
September 23—October 28 

7:00—8:30 
 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church  
28455 Center Ridge Road 

Westlake 
 

$20.00 Registration fee 
includes workbook and all instruction. 

 

To register contact Prince of Peace at 
440-871-5565 or  

office@popwestlake.com 
 

See Through the Scriptures is a Crossways International 
study course. The class is presented by Prince of Peace and 

All Saints Lutheran (Olmsted Falls) churches. 

�
 
 

 
Mark your calendars for the  

upcoming church rummage sale.  
Help will be needed on all days 

 

* Set-up September 22nd  9 a.m.-8 p.m.  
* Sale is September 23rd  9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
   & September 24th   9 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  

 

Donations may be brought in and  
dropped off in the social hall on  

Wednesday, September 22 
 

If you can help or have any 
questions please call Quello  
Columbaro  440-933-2131 

 
Dessert donations appreciated.   

Lunch will be served Thursday (leftovers on Friday). 

 

��������	
���
	��	�����	
Christ Lutheran Church needs several people 
to participate in a brain storming session. We 

need to develop creative ideas for raising 
money that will be used to pay off the  

building loan and complete building repairs. 
Please bring your ideas and join Mark Prin-
cipe at the church on August 5th at 6:30p.m. 

           
 Do you want to  

borrow tables and  
chairs for an event?  
Contact the church 

office 933-6263 
 ext. 21 to reserve!  

 

���������	�
���
�Christian Rock Band) 

Performing at Parma Lutheran Church,  
5280 Broadview Rd., Parma, OH  44134  

on August 7th at 7:30p.m. 

Hospitalized in June & July 
 

Anita Hlava (EMH) 
Betty Lundberg (at home) 
Don Lundberg (at home) 

Ken Reiber (at home) 
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The family enjoyed vacationing at Faranac Lake in Upper 
New York. Mike and the boys enjoy skiing, sports and 
doing things together. When they moved to this area they 
visited 3 churches including Christ Lutheran. They were 
drawn to our congregation after Pastor Schlessman vis-
ited them and the friendly people that greeted them so 
warmly. Mike also enjoys and appreciates our worship 
service and the Saturday evening services. 
 
Matt Molde  grew up in Michigan, his dad was a football 
coach so they moved often. His wife Missy grew up in 
Smithfield, Ohio which is near Wheeling W. Virginia. 
Both graduated from Ohio University. Matt has a Masters 
degree in Sport Management from W. Virginia Univer-
sity. Missy has a degree in Health & Human Services. 
She works for a recruiting and staffing company. They 
lived in Atlanta for 6 years where their daughter, Emma, 
was born. They have been in Avon Lake for 2 ½ years. 
Matt is a manager for the Mid-America Conference 
(MAC). He enjoys cooking and golfing. Missy also loves 
to cook, being with Emma and relaxing. The family en-
joys bike riding and going to the neighborhood pool. 
Matt grew up as a Lutheran. When they moved to Avon 
they visited 3 Lutheran churches including Christ Lu-
theran. They also appreciate our worship services and the 
Saturday evening service. 
 
Michelle Young was born and raised in Sandusky, Ohio 
and graduated from Sandusky High School. She received 
her Bachelor of Arts and Education Degree at Ohio State 
University and has a Masters in Art Therapy. Michelle 
and her husband, Andy, were married October 18, 1998. 
At the present time she is a “stay at home” mom with 
Joseph, age 4 and Katherine, age 2. She loves being an 
artist, singing (she hopes to join the choir in the fall), and 
reading, although she doesn’t have the time lately. The 
family loves to camp, play miniature golf, go to Cedar 
Point and go for walks, especially along the beach. Her 
son has food allergies and a co-worker told her that 
Christ Lutheran preschool was very sensitive to working 
with food allergies. Michelle enrolled Joseph and she has 
met some of her co-workers that are members here, in-
cluding the Lewis and Kacenjar families. In fact, Andy 
and Allen Kacenjar were in each other’s wedding. She 
enjoys our worship services and the activities that we 
have for the children 
 
�

�
�

�

����
����

���������������	�
�����������������	�
�����������������	�
�����������������	�
��� ���
 
Kara Brokaw  was born in Dayton and raised in Napo-
leon, Ohio. She graduated from Bowling Green State Uni-
versity with a degree in Accounting and Finance. She han-
dles Foreign Reporting for the PNC Bank in Cleveland as 
the Regulating Repository Manager. Kara’s parents and 
two younger sisters live in Napoleon and she has an older 
brother that lives in Lexington, Kentucky. She has two 
children, Jackson, age 2 and Samantha, age 5. Kara loves 
music and skiing. The family loves to go to the play-
ground, play games, and do crafts. When they moved to 
Avon she enrolled Samantha in Christ Lutheran’s pre-
school, and met some of her co-workers who were already 
members of Christ Lutheran. They suggested to Kara that 
she might like to come to Christ Lutheran.  
 
Tom and Hilda Drury  are happy to be worshiping at 
Christ Lutheran. She was born in Romania and raised in a 
village south of Berlin, Germany. When she and her fam-
ily moved to West Germany, they had to leave everything 
behind in East Germany. Tom was born and raised in Can-
ton, Ohio. He graduated from Canton Timken High School 
and became a Tool and Die maker. When in the Army and 
stationed in Germany, Tom was giving his girlfriend a ride 
home, to find her sister (Hilda) waiting for her. After 
meeting Hilda, Tom said, “that was it!” He knew he had to 
bring her to the U.S. with him. Tom and Hilda have been 
married for 46 years and have a son, James, a daughter, 
Renee, and a granddaughter, Grace. They moved to this 
area to be closer to their family. He loves to mow grass, do 
home repairs, and most of all he enjoys watching TV, now 
that he’s retired. Hilda likes to sew and paint. One of the 
things she enjoys most is staying with their daughter’s 
family while her daughter goes to Washington, D.C. once 
a month. Hilda also appreciates being able to be with her 
family in Germany every three years. They visited Christ 
Lutheran several times and appreciated the welcoming and 
thoughtful people. 
 
Mike Fournier  was born and raised in Niagara Falls, New 
York. He has a degree in Electrical and Electronics. He is 
employed at AT&T, where he splices cables. Mike lost his 
beloved wife, Laurie (whom he met in high school), last 
December. She had a degree in Social Work. Her parents 
have a condo on the slopes in Ellicotville; the family en-
joyed skiing there. They moved to Avon Lake in 2001. 
Laurie was with the FBI for 19 years and met many nota-
ble people over the years such as Kenneth Starr and Joe 
Piscone who was in the movie, “Black Hawk Down”.  
They were married in Niagara County in the same church 
that her grandparents were. She was a devoted mother of 
their, two sons, Harrison, 10 and Drew, 7.   
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A BIG THANK YOU  
to  

Don & Joyce Tremain  
who have been folding weekly bulletins for 

over 10 years!  Outstanding Job Don & 
Joyce! Sadly they are retiring their bulletin 
services, but we are happy to announce that 

Doreen Hammon has volunteered to fill  
their shoes.  

Thank You Doreen!    
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My name is Kimberly Orille (o-ril-ya), I am 
the new church secretary.  As an Avon Lake 
resident for seven years now, some of you 

may already know me or may have seen me 
around town.  My family and I are very active 
in the community.  My husband, Scott, and I 
have three wonderful children.  My oldest 

daughter, Katrina, is 12, my son, Owen, is 5 
and my youngest daughter, Avery, is 4.   

Before coming to Christ Lutheran I worked 
for the Department of Defense,  

Defense Finance & Accounting Service in the 
Casualty department.  My position as an  

Accounting Assistant required me to research 
retired pay accounts and process payments to 

beneficiaries of military retirees who had 
passed away.  I enjoyed this job because it 

gave me the opportunity to take care of people 
and help them in time of need.  However, I 
left DFAS in search of a part-time position 

that would allow more time with my  
children.  So here I am at Christ Lutheran and  

happy to have found that perfect balance  
between work and home!  I am very pleased 
to be here and look forward to meeting you, 

so please stop by and say hello.      
�
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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

July 8, 2010 
 

Attendance: Russ Roth, Pastor Schlessman, Fred 
Kirtner, Mark Principe, Rich Drake, 
Tom Reiner and Kris Simecek 

 

The meeting was called to order by Russ at 7:02 
p.m. Pastor Schlessman read a passage from the 
book entitled Loving Jesus. Council agreed to read 
the book and discuss it at upcoming meetings. Mo-
tion made by Pastor Schlessman and seconded by 
Tom to approve the Minutes from the June 10 
Council meeting and the June 20 Special Council 
meeting.  Motion passed. 
 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Schlessman   
We have received a request for an overnight stay 
by a youth group traveling from Grace Lutheran 
Church in Brandon, Minnesota to Philadelphia.  
There are 16 youth and 4 adults in the group, and 
they would like to spend the night at the church on 
Friday, July 23 and depart on Saturday, July 24.  
Discussion was held that a proper fire inspection 
would need to be made before the group would be 
allowed to stay.  Motion made by Pastor Schless-
man and seconded by Mark to approve this stay.  
Motion passed. Wernle Home located in Indiana (a 
home for troubled youth) has contacted the church 
and would like to send a speaker to our church to 
discuss their organization. It was decided to give 
the correspondence to Bob Olds for his Outreach 
Committee to handle. Pastor will be on vacation 
from August 10-15 and September 14-19. 
 

President’s Report – Russ Roth 
(No report) 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Rich Drake 
Contributions are now $15,000 under the budgeted 
amount for the period January-June 2010. Rich felt 
that if we get a Stewardship Chairperson, that com-
mittee could send out quarterly statements to con-
gregation members. Fred suggested that more peo-
ple use the Simply Giving system (which Rich re-
minded us has a $.20 per charge for each transac-
tion) or better yet, each member could use their 
own online banking system (no charge) to donate.  
The building fund continues to come in at $500 
under budget each month. We now owe $106,000 

for this fund. Major roof repairs will also need to 
be performed soon, especially on the flat portion 
(25 years old) of the roof (could cost $80,000 or 
more). Discussion was held about forming a com-
mittee to help organize a drive to help pay off these 
amounts. Mark volunteered to try to solicit volun-
teers for this committee. Motion made by Tom and 
seconded by Mark to approve the Treasurer’s Re-
port. Motion passed.   
 

Property – Tom Reiner 
Tom will continue as our Council liaison with 
Good Kids Daycare. A new contract with Good 
Kids will be coming due soon. Julie Skaggs re-
quested a permanent sign for her daycare business, 
to hang with the preschool sign. Julie will pay for 
the sign. Motion made by Tom and seconded by 
Rich to approve this sign. Motion passed (with 
Pastor abstaining). The fire suppression system 
was recently inspected. Tom will be meeting this 
Monday with an insurance adjuster to look at our 
roof for possible damage. Fred asked about the pot-
hole in the driveway. Tom said we have a contract 
with Griffith Paving for parking lot and driveway 
repairs; we just have not been scheduled yet this 
year. Tom will check into this further. 
 

Finance – Mark Principe 
Mark has met with Chuck Heindrichs to go over 
the duties of the Finance Committee and to learn 
the Servant Keeper software used by the church.  
After Mark and Rich learn the Servant Keeper soft-
ware, they will train our new secretary, Kimberly.  
 

Christian Education – Sue Schlessman 
Vacation Bible School had a maximum capacity of 
students attend this year. The congregation spent 
approximately $250 to cover VBS costs.   
 

New Business 
Fred feels our church needs to have more elec-
tronic communications with our congregation 
members (e.g. having a Facebook page, using the 
church website to advertise upcoming events, web-
casts of sermons, etc.).  Tom will try to find volun-
teers for this committee – perhaps some of our 
youth – to help with this. Discussion was held 
about the need for volunteers to help with the fol-
lowing Committees: Audit Committee, Personnel 
Committee and Property Committee. 
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Council will be actively pursuing congregation 
members to help with these committees. It was also 
felt that a church “Meeting Night” might be a good 
idea – this would be one night during the month 
when all committees would meet at the same time 
at the church. This could also turn into a “social” 
night with dinner and recreational activities.  
 

The Council prayed the Lord’s Prayer and the 
meeting adjourned at 9:18 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kris Simecek 
Secretary 
 

Council Meeting Minutes  - June 10, 2010 
The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. by 
President Russ Roth. Russ Roth, Richard Drake, 
Tom Reiner, Mark Principe, and Pastor Schless-
man were present. 
 

Pastor Schlessman began by reciting Jesus’ words, 
“Let your light so shine before others that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father 
in heaven.”  He then asked those present to com-
ment on what this command might mean for the 
congregation. After discussion he led the council in 
prayer. 
 

The minutes of the May 6, 2010 Church Council 
Meeting were approved. 
 

The treasurer’s report was distributed and com-
ments were made thanking Chuck Heindrichs for 
preparing the report and the timeline for the budget 
process which he had attached.  . 
 

The Rau family requested that four members of the 
family be re-instated into membership ( the family 
had been removed from membership at the May 6, 
2010 council meeting. MSC that Melissa, Charles, 
Jackie and Jeffrey Rau be re-instated as members. 
 

Kathy Greene, the church secretary, sent a letter of 
resignation to the council.  Her letter also requested 
additional compensation of 2.5 hours per week of 
her employment. MSC to accept the resignation of 
Kathy Greene. MSC to deny additional compensa-
tion for Kathy Greene. The term of office for Tom 
Reiner and for Mark Principe was discussed.  The 
constitution calls for one of them to have been 
elected to a one-year term and the other to a two 

year term.  ‘At the May 23, 2010 Congregation 
Meeting the ballot showed both of them being 
elected to a one year term.  It was agreed that Tom 
will have a one year term and Mark a two year 
term and that this decision will need to be ratified 
at the Fall Congregation Meeting. 
 

A discussion was held about the distribution of du-
ties and responsibilities between the Treasurer and 
the Finance Chairperson on council.  Mark and 
Rich will be meeting soon to clarify their respec-
tive responsibilities. 
 

Pastor Schlessman reported on a first interview 
with an applicant for the church secretary position.  
Who should be involved in a second interview was 
discussed and it was decided that Kris Simecek and 
Russ Roth should be involved in a second inter-
view.  Pastor Schlessman will schedule that inter-
view after checking with everyone.  Wage, respon-
sibilities, and time off from work were discussed.  
If this candidate is approved after the second inter-
view the council will meet on Sunday, June 20, to 
decide about these things and to offer the position. 
 

A Saturday council retreat will be planned in the 
fall. 
 

Property chairperson, Tom Reiner, reported that he 
has fixed the lights with the outdoor sign, that the 
back flow preventer has been tested, that he and his 
son, Matt, have installed new tile in the men’s 
bathroom and that Bill Higgins has waxed the tile 
(a little caulking remains to be done),and that he 
has performed maintenance on the lawn tractors. 
 

MSC that Russ and Richard Drake be given author-
ity to sign checks in addition to those who cur-
rently have authority. 
 

MSC to approve the two outdoor benches selected 
by the Memorial Committee. The family of 
Marilyn Bommer is designating these benches as a 
memorial and will contribute additional funds be-
yond memorials given to pay for the benches. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn Schlessman 
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Christ  Evangel ical  Lutheran Church 

Phone: (440) 933-6263 
Fax: (440) 933-4549 
Email: celc@centurytel.ne�
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We’re on the web! 
www.celcal.org 
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The preschool is still accepting new students for the fall. Our Two Star 
Step Up to Quality rated preschool offers classes for children from three 
to five years of age and most classes are staffed with a teacher and an  
assistant. We incorporate prayer, Jesus’ love for us and the well known 
stories from the Bible including Creation, Noah’s Ark, and the birth of  
Jesus into our Kindergarten readiness curriculum.  
 
 
Please contact Teri Pienoski,  
Preschool Administrator 
440-933-6714  
for a tour and more information. 

32747 Lake Road 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Lynn R. Schlessman, Pastor 
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director 
Kathy Greene, Secretary 



ERROR: undefined
OFFENDING COMMAND: pp_clip

STACK:


