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Saturday, Nov. 29th, 9:00 - Noon — Hanging of the Greens<Come
help do some ‘sprucing’ up around the inside and outside of
church. Decorating will begin at 9:00 a.m. for the holiday season.
ages are welcome! Bring your elbow grease and energy!

Friday, Dec. 12th, 5:30 p.m. — Redeemer Crisis Centelleet at the
church at 5:30 p.m. to carpool to Redeemer. We will be packing

baskets and wrapping Christmas gifts. Great event for the w
family! Reserve your spot by calling the church office by Dec. 10th

Saturday, Dec. 13th, 9:30 — 11:30 a.m= Sunday School Christm
Program dress rehearsal. All children and adults who areipating
in the program are asked to be present. Parents — bring yoerasa
to take pictures.

Sunday, Dec. 14th, 10:30 a.m. — Heavenly HaroldAll are
invited to share in Jesus’ birth as told by the Sunday School. We
sing songs, listen to scripture, pray and celebrate the bidbsois. A
celebration will follow the worship service. Refreshments will
served.

Sunday, Dec. 21st, 10:30 a.m. — Christmas CantataGeome listen
to the choirs of Christ Lutheran sing and prepare for Jesus’ birth.

Sunday, Dec. 21st, 4:30 p.m. — Caroling Fest & Chili
Dogs/Chicken Noodle Soup:Come enjoy a wonderful supper host
by the Senior Choir. Stay for a time of singing Christmasnrsyand
carols in the sanctuary. Then travel in groups to shut-ins and nu
homes. We will return to the church for cookies and hot cocoa. All

$% % invited — this will be a fun event for the whole family!
&' %
o Christmas Eve, Wednesday, Dec. 24th, 7:30 p.nCome celebrat
$A) * the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ!
$ Christmas Day, Thursday, Dec. 25th, 10:00 a.nRejoice in Jesus’

birth through worship and Holy Communion.




From the Pastor...

Learning.

Last month | asked you how this was happeni
in your life and most of you who respondeg
indicated that you are not involved in man
classes, that most of your learning about Gg
comes through worship. | was glad to hear th
you are learning in worship services but | d
hope for more. In order to help that happen
recommend that you read, Loving Jebydviark
Alan Powell.

This book is kind of a “how to” book. Powell
discusses loving God and loving Jesus
worshipping, serving, praying, meditating
reading scripture, and so much more. The bo(
is written for all Christians by one whom |
consider my favorite biblical scholar. It was
full of good surprises for me.

We are living in times when just getting by wit
our faith will not be enough. All of us are being
challenged by anxiety and fear. All of us will
need to make more choices and to know wh
our priorities are. All of us will need to be

strengthened in faith and hope. Readin
Powell's book and growing in a loving
relationship with Jesus will bring many

blessings.

| would delight in gathering a number of reade

together and forming a class/discussion grou
Each chapter is about ten or twelve pages long
easily read in a week and with the encourag
ment of others in the group implemented in o

lives. Let me know if you would be interested
| would be pleased to lead many groups.

If there are other resources that are enabling y
to grow in faith and love for God let me kno
about them. | know that God has a lot of lear
ing and growing in store for me. | hope yo
know the same about yourself.

Peace be with you. Pastor Schlessma

You are invited to joiTORCH (Teen
Out Reach Thru Christian Help) on
Saturday, Dec. 13 This is an
opportunity to serve God by helpi
others in various service agencies
Cleveland. We will be filling cars tg
drive to St. Adalberts in Berea to joi
other youth in the Cleveland area
sign up for our site assignment.

12:15 p.m — meet at Chri
Lutheran to share rides

1:00 p.m. — receive Servicg
Project assignments and o]
acquainted with youth from othg
Christian churches.

4:00 p.m. — return to St. Adalbert’§
in Berea. Share stories of the day.

5:00 p.m. — dinner served b
hosting church

6:00 p.m. — approximate time df
return to Christ Lutheran

Contact Sue Schlessman if you k
interested in TORCH by Thursday
Dec. 11 at (440) 933-6263 or emd
SASchless@centurytel.net.

First time TORCH volunteers need
fill out a permission slip ang
emergency information. You ca
obtain these forms from Sue.




:Shortly, you'll be receiving your contribution enopes for 2009 and there will be sor:ne

I changes. In the front part of each box with be faremce notation that will be a brief
. ; I
| overview and explanation of those changes for yefarence throughout the year. |

l The original Willing Hearts or Capital Campaign wasthree years ending in April of 2007
| The congregation extended the campaign until tlteo#r2008. The payoff of the bundlng
lloan, a little under $170,000 by the end of thigryavill be accomplished through the
I monthly yellow Building Fund envelope. There wik mo blue Willing Hearts or Capltal
| Campaign envelopes in the 2009 envelope set. |

The monthlygreen Benevolence envelope and all special envelopek chEastel

Lenten Offering, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Thsmiving, Christmas Eve, and
Christmas are deposited into our general Benevelaucount. The congregatlona,-'lly
adopted Benevolence goals, which are not part ofGperating Budget, are then paid
from these offerings. The Northeast Ohio Synod goalaid at 100% first and all othbr
funds are distributed on a proportional basis dédpet on offerings received. Ady
member designating an offering for a specific orzaion within our adopted goals will

have that contribution go to that organizatiomaddition to our goal amount :

The monthlypink Mission Partner envelope offerings are sent to Nlesv Covenant
Lutheran Church in East Cleveland for their commwfood bank program. |

I
The quarterly Endowment Furidue bordered envelope offerings become part of the
church’s fund which distributes funds to our Sun&ohool program and makes sn{all
grants available to other church groups.

The church offers an electronic funds trangfe
contribution system that does not involve envelopes| byt
simply a one-time completion of a form setting up 4 The Flower Chart is now postgd

frequency of contributi(_)n (v_veekl_y, semi-montHly, [ and you can begin to reserve your 2009 dates
monthly), amounts up to six designations such as Ggne or flowers. Just pick up an order envelopelfor

Fund, Building, Benevolence, etc., and a voided cHec th ific sund fill he inf )
Amounts are automatically deducted from a checki that specitic sunaay, fill out the informatign,

savings account and deposited into the church’s pafénclude your $35 payment, and return it to fthe
account at Fifth Third Bank. A record of the deposf id church office ateastone week in advance.
sent to the church office and posted to the membper ]

contribution record. There is no logging on to a Web fitd,Kathy will process the order, write your
going to a bank account or dealing with passwords af afynformation on the flower chart, and forwarq it

time. If a change is necessary, a new form is subnjittqdo Mary Huerner, who makes the flowWer
showing the change such as a new pledge amount fbr igrrangements. Flower envelopes are available

next year. Changes or new patrticipants should alloy 1
days for processing 4by the flower chart in the main hallway.




December 2:Lydia/Naomi Circle will meet al‘t

11:45 a.m. at the church to carpool to their
Christmas Luncheon at the Legacy. There pwill
be no regular meeting on Monday, Dec. 8} If
you have any questions, please call Shgrol
Davidson, 933-3923.

Please Pray For:

Ken Reiber
Fairview Hospital

\

Lois Eschbacher
Harborside

December 6 & 7: A delicious bake sale aftpr
each service. Once again sponsored by hrig
Lutheran’s choirs. Watch for special evgnts
happening in January!

December 13:0WLS — A Christmas Cabargt
at Stocker Arts Center, LCCC, at 3:00 pym.

Home from the hospital!

Esther Bolden and Betty Lundberg.

Ry

We hope you are both feeling muc

Cost of tickets $15.00 Must have money] no
later than Dec 7. Lunch at Sorrenfo's
Restaurant. For information call Harold |or
Karen Wagner at 949-7437.

NOTE: Anna Circle — no meeting N
December

Christ Lutheran Book Club

The group will not meet this montk

but mark your calendars for t
Sunday, January 25 at 7 p.m.g‘
the home of Doris Gaertner. The

discussion for January will be The Story]of
Edward Sawtelle by David Wroblewski.

Newcomers are welcome!

Come Scrapbook With Us

Never scrapbooked before? No problem. We jwill
help you get started. We know many of you
scrapbook and we want you to come! If you have
guestions, or want more information, please feell
free to contac
Dell-Ann  Lewis a
937-9772 or Chri
Toy at 933-8454. W
look forward to seein
" everyone on Friday,
@ Dec. 12 at 7:00 p.m.

LD vy

better
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Lorin & Dennis Szalai
17484 Whitehead Road
Lagrange, OH 44050
(440)355-5718

Gary & Carolyn Martin
38309 Springdale Drive
N. Ridgeville, OH 44039
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For years, as you have come
to the church for a service or
other activity, something
‘green’ always welcomed
you. The grass was neatly cut

The Giving Tree

A Giving Tree sponsored by Deborah Circle will be
in the gathering area from Nov. 30 to Dec. 21. This @\‘ —\
year Genesis House, a shelter for women and children$¥m ‘

hurt by domestic violence, need the following items: some 33 times a season, the

women'’s: shrubs and trees were trimmed, the sidewalk
body wash, lotion, deodorant, razors areas were edged, fallen branches and leaves
hair care products—inc. multi-cultural were taken care of. Flowers magically appeared
shampoo and conditioner in the spring at the driveway entrances, the sign
toothpaste and toothbrushes and the church and Nursery School entrances.
liquid antibacterial hand soap The flowers were planted, watered, weeded,

Gift cards to: thinned, cut and made ready for the following

Target, Wal-Mart, K-Mart or grocery stores ~ year. The secret in all of this falls to a Green
Team that deserves a sincere’ Thank You’ when

Children’s: !
shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes you see them. Our team motto lies somewhere
arts and crafts supplies between ‘Neither rain nor snow...” and “Many
new or gently used baby monitors hands....” helps us to get this all accomplished. It
diapers (sizes 3, 4, 5), pull-ups IS a great opportunity for anyone wanting join
baby wipes, lotion, wash and powder this group. It has no fixed schedule and no

meetings to attend. One can cut grass at anytime
Please do not donate sample sizes or hotel sizes @gring an assigned week with one of our two
these items cannot be accepted. Please put your giﬁging mowers. Husband and wife teams work
around the tree. Gift cards can be given directly tQ/ery well. If you get stuck during a week or
Quella Columbaro. Thank you for helping theserained out, we jump in with others and get it

women and children done. We try and edge once a month and trim

1 : . . hedges 3 times a year. With 10 or more grass
vz Poinsettia for Christmas Eve| cutters, it's about 3 times a season for about two
¥ Zilg>. Worship Service hours. If you want to be added to the schedule,

. . .please call Chuck Heindrichs at 933-7654 as
Poinsettia’'s have been ordered from Pangdy

Garden Center. The plants are red, 7 ¥2” potg analmS are going fast.
cost $9.75 each. To reserve your poinsettia, filll out
a flower envelope found in the gathering area, glace
your check, payable t&dNNA CIRCLE in the

envelope and place it in the box provided [ by JO€ Cristiano David Paine
Sunday, Dec. 21. Plants may be taken hpmeMarilyn & Paul Barb Lee-Rehker
following the Christmas Eve Worship Service. Culler Ruth & Jim Roden
Doreen Hammon  Russ Roth
Bob Hlava Lisa & Steve Sheer

Flute, trombone, trumpet, clarinet, saxophone, drum i i .
or ???? We would like to have YOU P::gn&l_ggoarrérl:;l(p Gary Simecek
accompany our caroling rehearsal on Sunday, Dec.2f Tracey & Woody

Shirley Mitchell Simmons
Eric Mohney Ryan Smarsh
Bob Olds Steve Teller

Mark Packer Tony Toy




Summary of the counseling service arrangement. Roberta

%@Q&a Council Minutes seconded. Motion passed.

FEORS Treasurer's Report:

TR November 6, 208 The property tax refund of $3,871.58 has been
Attendance received and deposited in the building fund. Actual
Tom Reiner, Russ Roth, Pastor Schlessman, expenses YTD are $10,000 more than deposits
Ryan Smarsh, Roberta Ekleberry, Bob Olds, received.

Tom Ballintine, Cathy Mohney, Kris Simecek Pastor's Report:

Guests: Pastor will be attending the Professional Leaders

Retreat being held Jan. 20-22 at Sawmill Creek.

) President’s Report:
The meeting was called to order by Tom at 7:0C A check covering the use of the building will be
p.m. with an opening prayer by Pastor Schlessmal coming soon from Kindermusik. They would like to
Minutes from the October Council meeting had do away with the Wednesday morning class and start
been previously approved by email. a Monday evening class (6:00-6:45). Discussion
was held because AA uses the same room on

General Discussion _ Monday evenings at 8:00, but it was determined that
Anita Hlava made a presentation on behalf of the kindermusik should be done by the time the AA
choir regarding new choir loft chairs. A chair has mpeeting starts.

tentatively been chosen — the Infinity Church Choir

Chair made by Chairtex located in Ontario, Eroperty Report: o
Canada. The chair we would like to order is 22" Century Tel has sent a letter to the church inquiring
wide, and we will be ordering 25 chairs. The cost@S 0 whether or not we wanted to continue the
is $63.95each ~$53.95for a 20" chair 466 ($3 for maintenance contract on our  equipment at the rate
each inch above 20”) $4 (front rack) =$63.95 of $42.25/month (our coverage expires 12/20/08).
total. This chair has a 25-year guarantee. The church also received a quote from Liptak
Construction to replace five windows (two in the
bathroom and three in the kitchen) for a cost of
$3,387.53 ($1,887.53 for materials and $1,500 for
labor). Tom Reiner did some research and reported
that this seemed to be a fair estimate from Liptak.
Council felt that having windows that could be
opened would be best.

Anita Hlava, Marilyn Culler, Paul Culler

Marilyn Culler presented an overview of a
counseling proposal. Marilyn is a recent clinical
pastoral counseling graduate, and she would like t
provide a counseling service to the church anc
community. Marilyn would like to use an office in

the church (probably Sue’s office) to see her client:
— this would be done late in the day after people
were gone from the church. Worship & Music Committee:

Ryan reported the Praise Band is not happy with the
current sound system and would like to upgrade our
system — they would like a mixer and monitor

) . . “systems. The estimated cost would be
insurance carrier and was told they would not give

) ) : .~ approx. $1,600.
us a rider for this service because fees were beir
charged and therefore this was a business, but tha Fellowship:
Marilyn should list the church on her liability Bob has reserved 30 seats for “A Christmas Carol”
insurance as an “additional insured”. being held on December 12 at 7:30 p.m. at the Ohio
Theater.

A guestion was raised about the church’s liability
and whether our insurance would cover this type o
activity. Pastor Schlessman had checked with ou

Cathy made a motion to accept Marilyn’s
counseling proposal under the condition that the Old Business

insurance issue is resolved and that Marilyn report The Building Use Task Force (Mark Packer, Tom
back to the Council in six months for a review of Reiner, Chuck Heindrichs and Tom Ballintine)



Council Minutes continued: Tom Reiner read a letter to Council from Jim
Roden who would like to be able to see the entire
stained glass windows in the sanctuary (currently
partially blocked by the pews) and would like to

. see the sanctuary painted. The Property Committee
Pastor Schlessman made a motion to accept the will handle this suggestion.

documents. Cathy seconded. Motion passecTh Fall C tional i il be held
Pastor Schlessman made a motion to commend tt | "€ Fall Longregational meeting will bé heid on

members of the Building Use Task Force for theirfur:jqaig Nov. ﬁB at 9:15 adm' Aﬁﬁr pg’_‘gg‘g the
hard work and dedication on this project. Cathy T?]r S r?ye(r:,t N .rlneetlngt.a Jour.ﬂe bat h Idp.m.
seconded. Motion passed. € nex ouncil- meeting  wi € held on

Dec. 4at 7:00 PM.

presented their suggestéacility Use Guidelines
document and thépplication for General Use of
Church Facilitiesdocument to Council.

Pastor Schlessman reported that Brad Erdman (wt
attends our church but is not a member) recently di
some masonry work on the building after he hearc
this was needed. He did not charge the church fc

his services. Tom B made a motion that we prepare M

Certificate of Appreciation and present it to Brad for Thank you to following people for all their work

his kindness and generosity. Russ seconded. Motic on the 2008-2009 Stewardship Campaign.
passed.

Mike Muir
Harold Wagner
Loren Easterday
Doris Gaertner

Cathy presented a Youth report on behalf of Eric
Eric, Megan and Erin Mohney attended a mtg.
recently held at Bay Methodist Church regarding
their upcoming mission trip. It is felt that our youth
may be able to attend the same trip with the Ba'Everyone who attended the Lasagna dinner
youth. This mission trip would be held June 14-2C commented that the program was informative and
and would be an Appalachian Service Project irinteresting and the meal was delicious. Thank you
which houses would be rehabilitated; this would beto Anna Circle for the delicious desserts and the
done in four states — TN, WV, VA, and KY. The following members that volunteered with the meal:

cost would be $600 per person and fundraiser

would be held at both churches to help offset the Quella Columbaro

cost. Elsie and Milan Kral
, _ Jean Duerk

New Business: John Stuart

Two new committees will be formed (both called for
in the Constitution), each consisting of up to six

members.  The members of the Staff Suppor o special thank yoto the Junior Choir for singing
Committee are being recruited by Russ and will bé ¢ the jynch. It was great to see so many members
in charge of job evaluations and reviews of our staff ;, sttendance enjoying this time together.

The members of the Nominating Committee are

Dan Rockas

being recruited by Tom R. and will be in charge of ® ®
filling vacant Council seats. The members of the Thank you to Jonelle and Pat Cillo
Staff Support Committee will be announced at the for the purchase and installation
Fall Congregational Meeting. of the new gooseneck faucet

Our new church secretary, Kathy Greene, has for the gathering area.

inquired about receiving employee benefits. ELCA
guidelines state that benefits could be given to pari
time employees. The Staff Support Committee will
review this suggestion.

This gift allows for easier cleaning
of our coffee servers used for fellowship.
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Phone: (440) 933-6263

Fax: (440) 933-4549
Email: celc@centurytel.net

Lynn R. Schlessman, Senior Pastor
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director

Worship Opportunities:
Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.
The Nursery is available during the
10:30 worship service

i i o e B B B e B B B B B B B
Nursery School i
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