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    Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church Welcomes 
our newest members� 

(L to R):  Patricio Belcastro,  Kathy Ray, Marilyn Jares,   
     Molly Woodhead, Tim Gottshall—more details on page 3. 

 

Worship services on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 25, 
 will be held at 12:15 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

 

Every Wednesday evening, there will be a Soup and Sandwich    
Supper at 6 p.m. before the 7 p.m. service.  Our Supper hosts are: 

 
 February 25   

 Martha Circle 
 

  March  4     
   Mission Trip 

 

March  11    
   Women’s Circles 

March 18      
  Church Council 

 

March 25   
     Confirmands & Mentors 

 

April 1   
Campers 
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FROM THE PASTOR... 
  
At the Staff Support Committee meeting the other 
night I was talking about the help I could use.  One 
of the committee members said that she did not 
know how to get involved and I realized that I had 
not made that clear. With this article I hope to  
remedy that. 
 

Here are some of the things I could use help with: 
¨ Someone to read lessons at the 5 p.m. service 

and the 8 a.m. service. 
¨ Someone to prepare and lead the prayers at the 

5 p.m. and 8 a.m. services anytime and at the 
10:30 a.m. service on the 2nd or 4th Sunday of 
the month 

¨ Someone to periodically check the hymnals for 
the Creed cards in the back. 

¨ Someone to rinse out coffeepots after worship 
¨ Someone to set up for communion just prior to 

the 8 a.m. service 
¨ Someone to set up the projector for the adult 

class each week 
¨ Someone to take down the walls in the social 

hall after Sunday School each week 
¨ Someone to pass out bulletins at the 5 p.m. and 

8 a.m. services 
¨ Someone(s) who will take a special interest in a 

ministry we support (e.g. Birthright, LMM, 
etc.) and let people know all that their gifts   
accomplish 

¨ Someone to count the change in two baby    
bottles so that the money can be sent to       
Cornerstone 

¨ Someone to check the stones around the office 
addition and the new classroom addition and 
pick up the paper and debris that collects there.  
Also to pull the weeds regularly. 

 

If any of these tasks look like something you 
would take on for a week or for a time call me at 
933-6263, ext. 22.  I will get you started. Also if 
you would like to be involved as cantor, lector, 
greeter, usher, communion assistant, or in any 
other way call me and I will put you in touch with 
the one who can get you on the schedule. 
 

Peace be with you. 
Pastor Schlessman 
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A few weeks ago in the children’s sermon I noted 
that Mark does not tell us what Jesus taught in the 
synagogue at Capernaum but Mark does tell us Jesus 
taught.  I asked children what they thought Jesus 
might have said.  The children were silent.  So I sent 
them back to their seats asking that during worship 
they think of what Jesus would teach. After 5:00 
p.m. Anna came out of worship and spoke one word 
to me: Share. After 10:30 a.m. Emily and Sarah 
came up with the following list: 
 

Trust God, be good for your parents, to love God, to 
forgive people who are mean to you, to give peace 
through your life, be careful what you say and do, to 
give joy throughout your life, goodness and kind-
ness, read the Bible and find out more things about 
God, peace and love, not to sin, be disciples, be 
thankful for your pastor, take care of people that 
need help, pray, don’t make fun of people. 
 

I thought you would want to know. 
 

A Family At Table is the name I have given to a  
series of five Lenten dramas that I wrote some years 
ago.  My goal was to present the events leading to 
the suffering and death of Jesus along side of the 
experiences of a modern day family.  Much about 
our lives has changed but people and the things we 
put one another through have not changed so much 
from the time of Jesus until now.  I hope that you 
will come to Wednesday Lenten services to          
experience these dramas (I will need many of you to 
be actors and actresses as well). Holden Evening 
Prayer will be the liturgy that we use. 
 
Jan VanWagner is at work to create a program called 
the Helping Hand Project.  This is a program to help 
elderly people in Avon Lake who cannot afford to 
care for their house and yard.  When there is a     
violation of the Avon Lake Housing Code people 
from the various community churches will volunteer 
their time and skills to clean-up and fix up the      
exterior and yards of these houses.  If you are       
interested in being one of those people who helps 
please let me know as soon as possible. Call me at 
933-6263 ext. 22.      
 
Pastor Schlessman 
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Meet the newest members  
of Christ Lutheran! 

 

Patricia Belcastro was born and raised in Silver 
Creek, Western New York. She attended Alfred   
University in New York State where she earned a 
degree in English Literature. Later on she received 
her Master’s degree in Library Science from Kent 
State.  She was married for 38 years when her      
husband died unexpectedly in July of 2007.  She has 
a Westie named ”Hobbs” and she enjoys reading, 
walking, gardening and being in the Avon Lake   
Garden Club. She has 2 sisters, one in New York and 
the other in Massachusetts, plus 14 grand nieces and 
grand nephews. She is retired from the Rocky River 
Library where she had worked for 26 years, first as a 
Librarian and then in Administration. Now she will 
be able to spend more time with her sister in New 
York .She appreciates the welcoming atmosphere at 
Christ Lutheran and the sense of community. 
 
Tim Gottshall born and raised in the Reading area of 
Eastern PA He earned a degree in Chemical           
Engineering and is employed at AkzoNobinde, 
which used to be Glidden Paints. You can see the 
buildings just off Route 2, it has many silos. He is 
married to Angie and has two sons; Matt is in the 7th 
grade and our confirmation class. Jacob is in the 4th 
grade. They enjoy the outdoor activities, fishing and 
camping. Tim enjoys reading and running, usually 
short runs such as a 10K (six miles). He and Angie 
have run in marathons. He really enjoys worshiping 
with the Praise Band here at Christ Lutheran 
 
Marilyn Jares lives in Smugglers Cove and is on the 
Board there. She was raised in the Cleveland area; 
she received a degree in science and business from 
Malone College. She works for the Cuyahoga 
County Board of Mental Retardation and Develop-
mental Disabled. She knows Sandy Roth who also 
works there. Marilyn has 2 sisters, Carol and Joan; 
they both reside in Sheffield Lake. She loves to shop,    
going to Amish Country and exercising with the 
Fisher sisters and Sandy Roth. She calls her 90 yr. 
old neighbor daily and assists this woman in her 
daily needs. Whatever she needs Marilyn is there to 
do it for her. She enjoys worshiping at Christ Lu-
theran, as there are no restrictions, everyone is free to         
commune. 

 
Kathy Ray was born in PA and lived there the first 
few years of her life. She attended grade school in 
Sheffield Lake and came to Avon Lake when she 
was in the 8th grade. She was confirmed here at 
Christ Lutheran, which was known as Avon Lake 
Lutheran Church at that time. She was very active 
in high school activities such as band, choir and Pep 
Club. She has two sons, George who has 2 sons and 
lives in Kettering, OH. Kathy loves to visit them 
and go to their activities as often as possible. Her 
other son, Dan, lives in Avon Lake. She is retired 
from the Post Office where she was a carrier for 2 
years and then a clerk. She is living with her father, 
John Lonas and taking care of him. Kathy enjoys 
reading, doing cross-stitch, scrapbooking and     
traveling. What does she appreciate at Christ      
Lutheran? People are so friendly and welcoming. 
 

Molly Woodhead grew up in the Baltimore area; 
she lived in New Jersey, New York City, and     
Charlotte, S.C. Her husband William died 15 yrs. 
ago of bladder cancer. She moved to FL to be 
closer to her son Michael and then he died as a   
result of exposure to Agent Orange. She also lost 
her best friend around the same time. Her daughter, 
Nancy Burns is building a home in Avon Lake and 
she encouraged Molly to live in the apartments of 
Town Center. There she has met Nancy Woessner 
and Doris Gaertner. She has a granddaughter Tori 
Rudkin who teaches Math at the High School. She 
has two grandsons in Arizona and 2 grandsons, plus 
a granddaughter in Avon Lake. She loves to play 
bridge, read, to do crossword puzzles, knit and    
needlepoint. Oh, did mention that she’s 90 years 
young? She feels at home at Christ Lutheran, 
“everyone is so friendly!” 
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A nice way 
to make our 

newest 
members 

feel  
welcome! 

 



 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����
�

����
 

 

 
 

 

 

Page 4 � �  
 !  � �  " �  � 


����������������������������
�	
����	
����	
����	
��� ����

����
����

����


��������������������� ������ ���������
���������
���������
���������
� ���
����������� � !�"�
� ���# ����������� � !�"�
� ���# ����������� � !�"�
� ���# ����������� � !�"�
� ���# �� $�%%� �&�&� ��� ��
�
'����
&�
�


�����(���%���)���*��(� ���'�	����+
�����'�	����+
�����'�	����+
�����'�	����+
���� ����%%�
�&�&������
����,
�
��
�-���&�
�


����� *�� ���� ���� ��� � � � ����� ��#� ���#.��������� ��#� ���#.��������� ��#� ���#.��������� ��#� ���#.����
����
�����
�����
�����
�� � � $�%%� �&�&� ��� ��
� ������� /���&�����
0�������.������� �����)�%%��&�&�
�


����� � �� ' #��12����� �����
�' #��12����� �����
�' #��12����� �����
�' #��12����� �����
� ����� ����� ��� ��
�
'����
&�
�


����� �% �� 3���� �����
3���� �����
3���� �����
3���� �����
� � )�(%� �&�&� ��� ��
�
'����
���


����� �( �� � �����"��4��������"��4��������"��4��������"��4��� � �� )�%%��&�&� ��� ��
�
�������/���&�
�


������* ����5-�/����5-�/����5-�/����5-�/��� ����6�

�������������
�
�


������� ����7���� �8�����
�7���� �8�����
�7���� �8�����
�7���� �8�����
� ,�����
������	
&�
�
 


����� �* : 
������ �����

������ �����

������ �����

������ �����
 �� )�%%� �&�&�������������
�����������
�


����� �� �� !��4� ���"!��4� ���"!��4� ���"!��4� ���"� � )�%%� �&�&� 9���
� �,�
:����� ;�
���
�<&� :���������� .���� "
�����������
Loving Frank by Loving Horan.    
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          Praise Band Schedule  
           Saturday — March 21 

 
          Sunday (10:30 Worship) 

           April 19 & May 10 
 

 
       

 

T.O.R.C.H.  
 Teen Out Reach through Christian 

Help   
 

Attention junior high and high school youth!  We 
will be doing another TORCH event this March! 
This is a service opportunity that you won’t want 
to miss. What is T.O.R.C.H.?   It is a service     
program that teaches students the importance of 
servant work and how each of us is called to be 
Christ to others in need.  
 

TORCH began with churches from the Berea area.  
It was a fantastic experience for the teens and 
adults who were involved in this outreach         
program. A sample Saturday looks like this: 
 

12:15 p.m.   Meet at Christ Lutheran Parking lot 
1:00 p.m.     Arrive at host church. Travel to       
Servant Site (various agencies and missions in 
Cleveland) 
4:00 p.m.     Return to host church. 
4:30 p.m.     Share stories of the day 
5:00 p.m.     Dinner 
6:00 p.m.     Approximate time of return to Christ     
Lutheran parking lot 
  

Check the bulletin board for details.  Next TORCH 

event is scheduled for Saturday, March 14.   
Contact Sue Schlessman if you want to attend or  
have any questions. 

          Prayer Chain  
 Chairperson    

Arline Walters will now be filling this 
position. A very big thank you to Ruth 
Higgins for her devotion as past      
Chairperson. 
 

Please continue to contact the church    
office with any prayer requests. 
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On behalf of Love In the Name of Christ, I would 
like to thank Girl Scout Troop 239 for making such 
beautiful blankets, scarves and stuffed animals to 
give to the  children of   Genesis House. What a 
wonderful way to let them know that they are cared 
for and thought of. 
 

To those who most generously donated to the     
giving tree, with hygiene products, winter gear, and 
gift cards. 
 

For Anne Paine's help in the offices of Love which 
is most appreciated by Gerry and Tami. 
 

For the love loaves that keep coming in throughout 
the year and all the ways you help support Love 
Inc. 
 

Love Inc is also sharing some of those sample    
hygiene products that you donate to a women's 
abuse shelter in Lorain. 
 

Thank you for showing these people the love of 
Christ by providing for some of their very basic 
needs and then some. 
 
     God bless you all with His  Peace  &  Love 
                                Doreen Hammon 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A very special thanks to Pastor Lynn Schlessman 
for visits, prayers, comfort and an excellent service,  
Pastor Bill Matlack for prayers, comfort and great  
singing, Randi Smarsh for music, Bill Higgins for  
preparation and Church Women for the fine lunch. 
 
Also thank you to church members for all the  
prayers and cards we received during our recent  
loss. God bless all. 
 

The Lundberg Family 

Christ Lutheran Nursery School has been awarded the 
“One Star Award” by the State of Ohio for meeting the 
quality benchmarks established by the Department of 
Job and Family Services, Bureau of Child Care and 
Development.   
 

Step Up To Quality is a Three-Star Quality Rating System created to recognize 
and promote early care and education programs that meet quality benchmarks 
over and above minimum health and safety licensing  standards. 
 

Congratulations to Mrs. Teri Ann Pienoski, NS Administrator, and her staff for a 
job well done! 

           Do you want to: 
¨  save paper 
¨ save postage 

 

Drop us a note, send us an email, or 
call the church office at  933-6263 ext. 
21 to add your name to the list to view 
the weekly bulletin and/or monthly      
newsletter on line. 
 

Thank you! 
 



Summary of   
Council Minutes 
February 6, 2009 

 

Attendance: Pastor Schlessman, Tom Reiner, 
Russ Roth, Cathy Mohney, Roberta Ekleberry, 
Tom Ballintine, Mike Muir, Chuck Heindrichs 
and Ryan Smarsh 
 

The meeting was called to order by President 
Tom Reiner at 7:00 P. M. with a discussion led 
by Pastor Schlessman concerning biblical     
reference to the parts of the body and how each 
Council member related to that reference. 
 

A motion was made by Roberta and seconded 
by Russ Roth to approve the Council minutes 
from the January 9 meeting. Motion passed. A 
brief discussion reviewed the two step          
approval process; 1) the draft minutes are sent 
via email, comments made and corrections 
made along with highlighting appropriate items 
for the newsletter, 2) formal adoption is then 
done at the subsequent Council meeting. 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Chuck Heindrichs 
Financial results for January showed that     
contributions were short of our needed         
operating budget monthly average by $3,000 
and contributions to the Building Fund were 
$2,000 short of our monthly loan payment of 
$4,600. The outstanding loan balance is 
$164,900. Also noted were expenses for        
repairing heating unit for the Sunday School 
rooms and roof repairs to stop leaking. A      
motion was made by Chuck to approve the 
Treasurer’s Report and seconded by Tom 
Ballintine. Motion passed. 
 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Schlessman 
Pastor reviewed the Goals established in 2008 
by the congregational survey: 

¨ The strengthening of our commitment to 
the junior and senior high youth by   
adding programming and personnel is 
still somewhat weak. 

¨ Continuing with contemporary music 
and offering it regularly has been       
accomplished. 

¨ Providing additional opportunities for      
service to people who are in need has been 
successful noting the Family Promise      
program startup and commitment 

¨ To attract, connect and maintain relation-
ship with small group ministries through 
scripture, fellowship and service is a work 
in progress. 

¨ To manage pastoral changes and              
responsibilities has not been a strong effort.  

 

Pastor made a motion which seconded by Tom 
Ballintine to accept the following individuals 
into membership in the church. Motion passed. 
Patricia Belcastro, Kathy Ray, Marilyn Jares, 
Timothy Gottshall, Molly Woodhead.  
 

Pastor noted that the Lorain newspaper, The 
Journal, was producing a TV sized booklet   
featuring all the churches in the county. Costs 
would range from $119 to $400 to be in this 
book. Subject was referred to Evangelism and 
Stewardship for consideration. 
 

The Press has also notified the church that    
previously ‘no cost’ listing in the church      
directory would now be $5 per week. Subject 
referred to Stewardship 
 

Pastor noted that some clarification was needed 
in the recently adopted Building Use        
Guidelines as pertains to church members and 
church sponsored activities. Council would   
review at March meeting. 
 

Pastor provided a copy of the church’s ELCA 
Congregational Annual Report for 2008. 
 

Pastor made a motion which was seconded by 
Cathy to permit parents and students involved 
Camp Mowana in the summer of 2009 to     
conduct fundraisers to supplement costs of    
attending camp. Motion passed. 
 

Pastor made a motion which was seconded by 
Chuck, that in regard to the constitutional     
provision that voting members must have made 
a contribution of record in the current or       
previous year, that all those living in a      
household (including students away at college) 
will be covered by any contribution of record  
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made by a member of the household. Motion 
passed. 
 

Presidents Report - Tom Reiner  
It was noted Kindermusik was not offering 
classes at our facility. 
 

Tom noted that our Web site needed to be more 
current, have more content and that all          
interested persons need to review what’s there 
and update or add to the content. 
 

Finance Committee – No Report 
 

Property Committee – Tom Ballintine 
Tom reported that the new Choir Loft Chairs 
have been order and a deposit made. Chairs 
should arrive in a 3-5 week period. 
 

Worship & Music – Ryan Smarsh  
A request was made for Council to take        
responsibility for the Soup & Supper Lenten 
meal on March 18. Council agreed. 
 

Ryan noted that some members were            
requesting copies of the bulletin when away for 
the winter or when a service is missed. A brief 
discussion revealed those wanting the bulletin 
have it emailed to them and a note to that effect 
would be put into the newsletter. 
 

Training for Lectors, Communion Assistants 
and Acolytes would be done in the near future. 
 

Stewardship – Mike Muir   
The Committee continues to pursue costs      
associated with signage to better advertise our 
church and has identified 5 potential vendors. 
 

The Family Promise Bowl-A-Thon is       
scheduled for February 21, 2:00-4:00 P.M. at 
Brunswick Zone, 38931 Center Ridge Road. 
 

Mike will print customize book marks for any 
group wanting to use them as a fundraiser. 
 

NEO Synod is offering a Stewardship Program 
for member congregations with classes done 4 
times a year. The cost per congregation is $400 
for the year. Subject was referred to the     
Stewardship Committee. 
 

Evangelism – Roberta Ekleberry 
New member Shepherding will occur at the 
5:00 PM service, February 7. 

 

Roberta made a motion which seconded by 
Pastor to remove Aaron Barkhurst from church 
membership at his own request. Motion passed. 
 

Cookies and coffee will be available after the 
February 22, 10:30 service along with Martha 
Circle’s library open house. 
 

Christian Education   
Kid’s Club has been cancelled due to lack of 
interest. 
 

Sunday School activities for Lent will involve 
collection boxes for the ELCA Hunger Appeal. 
 

Outreach – Cathy Mohney 
Thank you letters were received from 2008  
benevolence supported organizations. 
 

St. Thomas Lutheran Church in Streetsboro 
thanked the church for the donation of our 
Green hymnals. 
 

The Alonda Williams family, a Family Promise 
family, was overwhelmed at our Christmas 
support for them and thanked the congregation. 
 

Fellowship – No Report 
 

Old Business 
Tom Ballintine presented the recommendations 
to Council by the Memorial Fund Committee 
established to develop policies and procedures 
for our Memorial Fund Ministry. Council will 
review the recommendations for consideration 
at the March Council meeting. 
 

New Business 
Simply Giving will charge a minimal 20 cent 
per transaction fee starting 2010 . 
 

Haven House, Birthright and Cornerstone     
collections boxes contain donations. We need 
to find someone interested in seeing to it that 
these organizations get the donations. 
 

Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church, a new mission 
church, is requesting of area Lutheran churches 
that existing members consider attending on 
occasion to simply go through the visiting    
experience and bring back ideas as well as 
showing support to this church. 
 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s 
Prayer at 8:55 P.M. 
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Respectively Submitted, Chuck Heindrichs, Treasurer 



Christ  Evangel ical  Lutheran Church 
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We’re on the web! 
www.celcal.org 

 

32747 Lake Road 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Lynn R. Schlessman, Pastor 
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director 

4��	�"��&�����"�� ��� 5�
June 21-26—for elementary-aged and Confirmation class campers 

July 19-24—for elementary-aged campers 


