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� Give Thanks to God With a Joyful Heart! 
Wednesday, November 26 at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Gather together on Thanksgiving Eve, November 26 at 
7:30 p.m. to worship and give thanks to God for God’s 
bountiful blessings to us. Members of Christ Lutheran will 

be speaking and Sunday School children will be assisting with the service.  
Psalm 145 says, “You open your hand, and satisfy the desire of every living 
thing.”  This evokes a response of gratitude in us for God’s unfailing         
generosity.  You can respond by … 
 
�� filling a grocery bag with non-perishable foods, canned goods, paper   

products, personable hygiene items, baby food, and diapers. Our gifts will 
be divided between Lorain Lutheran  Presbyterian Co-op in Lorain and 
Redeemer Crisis Center in Cleveland. 

�   buying new toys so that the clients at Redeemer Crisis Center may      
      receive Christmas gifts for their families.  The toys do not have to be  
      wrapped, but if you would like to  do that, please  be sure to mark them  
      with a permanent tag to identify boy or girl and the appropriate age  
      group.  Ages 8-12 of both boys and girls do not have as many  gifts and  
      are especially needed. 
�   giving a monetary gift that will go towards the Benevolence funds that  
      our church family supports.  Thankoffering boxes will also be collected  
      at this service.   

 
 

Sunday, November 16 
After 10:30 a.m. Service 

 
Everyone is invited! We will be having a lasagna dinner for the             
congregation immediately after the 10:30 a.m. service. It’s a great          
opportunity to recap our 2008 accomplishments and to enjoy the             
fellowship with the other  members of our Christ  Lutheran family!  

COMMITMENT SUNDAY �G�G�G�G
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Each month I write an article for the newsletter.  
I hope you read it.  Once in a while someone 
speaks to me about the article I have written. But 
I have never asked for a response until now. 
This month though I am  asking. 
 
The mission statement of Christ Lutheran ends 
with these words: …...we shall serve God 
through worshipping, learning and sharing.         
I know how I think about these last three words 
– what I think they mean for me and for you.  
But I do not know what you think about these 
words.  I am asking you to respond to the        
following questions so that I will know what 
these words mean to you. 
 
Who is included in “we”? Are you        
included? How often do you think it is         
appropriate to serve God through worshipping? 
 
Is everyone that is included in “we” expected to 
be learning? Does this mean we are to be        
involved in classes, Bible study, study on our 
own?  If you are part of “we” how are you   
learning? 
 
How do you understand the word, “sharing”? 
Does sharing mean talking with one another, 
support one another in times of sorrow or need? 
Does sharing mean giving money to the church? 
Does sharing involve giving our time and money 
to people outside of the church? 
 
At the last council meeting the consensus was 
that our mission statement is too general. Your 
answering each of the questions I have asked 
will help me and the council determine whether 
our mission statement is too general. 
 
As you answer each of these questions answer 
for yourself the way you really do see yourself 
serving God. 

Please send your answers to me through e-mail 
or write them out and mail them to me at the 
church or hand them to me on a Sunday     
morning. Please respond to these questions           
immediately.  If you could include your name 
it would be helpful. 
 
I am counting on hearing from each of you.  
 
Peace be with you. 
Pastor Schlessman 

  
 
 

 
 
 
We will be celebrating All Saints 
Sunday on November 2.  All Saints 
Day celebrates both the saints of the 
Lord Jesus on earth and those in 
heaven. 
 
Saints is a term used in the New   
Testament to refer to all those who 
believe in Jesus as Lord and,     
therefore, who have been made holy 
and part of the people of God.  In our 
Creed we confess that we believe in 
the “communion of saints”.  All 
Saints Day is when we remember 
those Christians of long ago and of 
our own families who have “fallen 
asleep in the Lord.” 
 
On November 2, Christ Lutheran 
Church will remember all members 
and friends who have died this past 
year.  If you would like someone 
mentioned in prayer, please call the 
church office at 933-6263, ext. 21. 
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Family and Youth Night 

Sunday November 30 
�Q�Q�Q�Q
The evening begins at 5:30 p.m. with a light supper 
and fellowship. 
 
We will be celebrating the beginning of 
the Advent  season and the beginning 
of the new church year with a family 
Advent wreath making event. The 
word  advent, which means “coming” 
is a good word with which to begin the 
Church Year. “Who’s coming?”  The answer is 
“Jesus”!  During Advent we remember how   Jesus 
came into our world as the promised  Messiah at 
Christmas, and we look forward to Jesus’ coming 
again in the future to reveal himself as our Savior. 
 
Christians use an Advent wreath to mark the four 
weeks of the season, lighting one candle on the first 
Sunday of the season, two candles on the second, 
three on the third, and four on the last Sunday in  
Advent. As Christmas gets closer, the light gets 
brighter, and the Church prays, “Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus” – for Advent means “coming”.           
 

  All families are welcome! 

����
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Come Scrapbook With Us 
 

Never scrapbooked before? No problem. We will help 
you get started. We know many of you scrapbook and 
we want you to come!  If you have questions, or want 
more information, please feel free to contact Dell-Ann 
Lewis at  937-9772 or Chris Toy at 933-8454. We look      
forward to seeing everyone on Friday, November 21 at 
7:00 p.m. 

Christ Lutheran Book Club 
The group will meet Sunday, November 23 at          
7 p.m. at the home of Doris Gaertner. The discussion 
for November will be Friday Night     
Knitting Club by Kate Jacobs.            
Newcomers are welcome! 

Sunday, November 16 
9:00 a.m. in the sanctuary 

 
We will be  discussing and voting on 
the 2009 proposed budget. Materials 
for the meeting will be mailed soon. 
Please bring your copy to the meeting 
for reference. Your attendance is 
needed and appreciated. Regular   
Sunday School will be held for the 
children. 

ANNUAL FALL     
 CONGREGATIONAL  

            MEETING 
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Summary of   
Council Minutes 
October 2, 2008 

 
Attendance:  
Tom Reiner, Russ Roth, Chuck Heindrichs,  
Cathy Mohney, Mike Muir, Pastor Schlessman, 
and Roberta  Ekleberry. 
 
General Discussion: 
  
Each Council member was provided a copy of 
the current mission statement of the church and 
a copy of the mission statement from First   
Lutheran Church of Lorain. A review and   
comparison was made of the two statements. 
The discussion focused on a potential to       
revisit our mission statement in the context of 
how it specifically defines for each member 
who we are and what is expected of us. No     
specific action at this point was determined. 
 
Council Meeting: 
 
The meeting was called to order by Tom at 
7:00 p.m. with an opening prayer by Pastor 
Schlessman. Minutes from the September 
Council meeting were approved by prior 
emails. 
 
Howard Helmink requested to address the 
Council and was moved up as the first item on 
the agenda. Howard reviewed for the Council 
the Cub Scout charter and the  responsibility of 
the church for that charter. These                  
responsibilities included establishing policies 
and guidance, committee members for the local 
Cub Scout council, physical space and          
involvement in scout leader selection. The   
program now requires that background checks 
be done on all individuals that work with the 
scouts which require a number of items to    
include  providing a Social Security number for 
 

 
such checks. Long time volunteers will be part 
of this requirement despite many years of       
service.  
 
Howard pointed out the desire to get additional 
scouting volunteers from the congregation to 
serve the needs of the Cub pack, especially those 
with children of Cub scouting age. Howard was 
advised as an initial step to utilize the monthly 
newsletter and explain briefly the need and     
solicit anyone who may have an interest.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
Contributions and benevolence giving for     
September were down somewhat from the prior 
few months. The 2008 Budget shortfall (Year to 
Date) is $20,387. The weekly average in        
contributions is $4,537 compared to our      
budgeted amount of $5,108. However, the      
adjusted shortfall is approximately $11,000    
taking into account certain budgeted items that 
will not occur in 2008 such as the Mission Trip. 
The estimated end of year balance for the    
building loan is a little under $170,000. A      
motion was made by Mike Muir and seconded 
by Cathy Mohney to approve the Treasurer’s  
report. The motion passed. 
 
For the Finance Committee, the Treasurer      
presented the revised draft Budget for 2009. The 
draft contained a small number of  adjustments 
from the prior Council meeting. Worship and 
Music requested a $200 increase for additional 
copyright fees, LOMO (camp) subsidies for 
2009 were set at $50 for Confirmands and $25 
for others, an estimated amount of $450. The                  
reimbursements from Nursery School for      
utilities and snow removal were not included in 
the revised budget. A motion was made by Mike 
Muir and seconded by Roberta Ekleberry to 
adopt the revised budget for presentation at the 
Fall congregational meeting. The motion passed. 
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Council Minutes continued: 
 
Outreach Report: 
 
Cathy Mohney presented to the Council the 
recommendations for Benevolence goals for 
2009. The newly formed committee of Howard 
Pressnell, Deborah Emrick, Doreen Hammon 
increased giving to the NEO Synod, Birthright, 
decreases for  Cornerstone Pregnancy Services 
and the Lutheran Home and added Community    
Resources Services at $500 to our supported 
organization list. A motion was made by Mike 
Muir and seconded by Russ Roth to add the 
non-profit organization of Family Promise of 
Lorain County, Inc. (not the hosting costs of 
food and so forth by the church) to our        
supported Benevolences. The Family Promise 
motion passed. Pastor Schlessman made a    
motion, seconded by Cathy Mohney to adopt 
the Benevolence goals for 2009. The motion 
passed. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 
 
The new carpet will be dedicated during the 
November 8 and 9 services. 
 
President’s Report: 
 
There had been some activity on the church 
Web site Message Board.                                                     
 
The Building Use Committee was continuing 
to meet and was scheduled to present a policy 
to Council in November for review prior to the 
Fall Congregational Meeting. 
 
A request was made to borrow 23 tables for an 
event on November 15 and 16. Given that this 
was the annual meeting and Commitment    
Sunday with a meal, it was decided that the   
tables would not be available. 
 

 
A general discussion concerning the          
newsletter and bulletin and the hard copy 
verses email copy was discussed. The          
consensus was to solicit from members their 
preferences as to how they might like to       
receive the newsletter and possibly the weekly 
bulletins  
 
Worship & Music Committee: 
 
Starting on October 1, psalms will be sung on 
the first Sunday of the month at the 10:30 a.m. 
service. The current sound system is outdated 
and having problems recording cassette tapes. 
The committee will explore an upgrade or     
addition so that present day formats such as 
MP3 might be used for such recordings. 
 
Stewardship Committee: 
 
The second of four mailings has been sent to 
members with the third due shortly. The       
“IT” campaign has generated interest and   
questions to date. Commitment Sunday is 
scheduled for  November 16. 
 
Evangelism Committee: 
 
A yoking ceremony will be held at the          
10:30 a.m. service on October 26.  
 
Fellowship: 
 
Plans are being made for a group outing on   
December 12 to the State Theater at 7:00 p.m. 
for those wanting to attend the play,                 
A Christmas Carol. The committee is working 
to reinstate the Dinners of 8 Program for           
November. 
 
The next Council meeting will be held on    
November 6 at 7:00 PM. 
 

PAGE 5 
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Dear Pastor Lynn and members of the church: 
 
Thank you for your continued support to the 
Lutheran Habitat Project with your recent  
benevolence gift of $669.20.   
 
Our team has applied to the Thrivent Builds 
Program for funds to build two more homes 
next year.  Later this month we will know if 
we’re accepted. 
 
Your congregation’s gracious support with 
funds and great hard working  volunteers has 
helped make it possible for us to place more 
than eighteen families in the their own homes.      
Without your help it would not have been 
possible. If all goes as planned we will    
dedicate the two current homes on Bessemer 
Avenue in November.    
 
May God continue to bless this ministry and 
the many others that your congregation is   
doing. 
 
In His Service Together,  
Pastor John and Mary Evans 
Habitat for Humanity 

 Please Pray For: 
 Ken Reiber 
      Fairview Hospital 
 Geraldine Clark 
      Town Center 

                (formerly at C.H.P.) 

Lyd ia/Naomi  Ci rc le  is           
collecting Campbell’s Labels 
for the Navajo Reservations 
Mission in Arizona that        
provides the Mission with their 
supplies, vehicles, and books.  

Only the bar code insignia and               
educational coupon are needed. Labels 
may be put in the Campbell’s Labels box in 
the library.  Thank  you for your support. 

The Anna Circle has "Entertainment 2009" 
books for sale. They are still $25 each and 
contain some new places to eat. Don't forget 
the coupons in the back of the book for   
renting cars, golf, movies, and other "fun 
stuff" to do. If you would like one or maybe 
several for birthday and Christmas gifts, 
please contact Doris Gaertner at 933- 2337 
or Marilyn Pressnell at 933-8288. This will 
be the last time we will sell them.  
 

Thanks for your support all these years. 

 
Cub Pack 300 needs your 
HELP! As part of our      
agreement with the Boy Scouts 
of America, the church          
recruits church members to 

oversee the operation of the Pack and a     
possible Scout Troop.  Right now, we are      
trying to recruit some members of this 
church to help in this task. Please contact 
Howard Helmink at 933-4775 for additional 
information.  
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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church Family:         
Thank you for your donation of $2,420.65 for 
our Hunger Center. Your kindness is very 
much appreciated.  God bless you all. 
Christ Servant,  
Director Robin Brown 
New Covenant Lutheran Church Family 
Lay Minister Jeffrey Williams 
 
Dear Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Congregation, 
Birthright received a most generous check for 
$400.00 donated by you.  We truly appreciate 
your continuous support. The demand for    
formula and diapers has increased weekly    
because of the loss of employment and the   
increase in the cost of living.  Your donation 
was used to provide these  necessities. 
 
May the good Lord bless each and  everyone 
of you for your kindness and concern of    
Birthright babies. 
 
With gratitude, 
Fran Edwards  
Birthright of Lorain County, Inc. 
 
Dear Friends, 
When I first came to Ohio in 1956 the          
Lutheran Church was just a small wooden 
building on Lake Road. As time went on they 
moved out of the small building and into the 
new building. I enjoyed being a member and 
part of the Lydia Circle. Please give my best 
regards to all my dear friends. Thank them for  
their cards. I really appreciated their             
remembering me. I'm feeling pretty good. 
Thank the Lord. 
Love  Margaret Sonntag  
(She celebrated her 101st birthday October 29!)  

 
Dear Friends, 
Elsie and I would like to thank our church    
family for their concern and caring. Every Sun-
day people came up to me to ask how I was   
doing and to tell me they were praying for me. 
Pastor’s visits were inspiring and very much  
appreciated.   
 
The best news is I am finished with chemo, and 
the lymphoma is completely gone! Halleluiah!  
Again thank you all so much! 
Milan Kral 
 
Dear Friends, 
Thank you all for your cards, prayers, and     
caring thoughts.  Please know that we are very 
thankful to have all of you in our lives. 
Ron and Randi Smarsh & family 
 
Our most sincere thanks to Pastor Schlessman 
and our church family for your visits, prayers, 
cards, phone calls, and delicious food.  We feel 
very blessed to have all of you. 
Bill and Ruth Higgins 
 
I am ever so grateful for all the cards, visits, 
phone calls, and mostly the prayers. It is so 
comforting to know everyone is pulling for you.  
Thank you for being a great church   family. 
Esther Bolden 
 
I can’t even begin to thank Pastor  Schlessman 
for his care, encouragement, and prayers.  This 
was the time in my life when I needed it the 
most.  His visits were most  appreciated. 
Esther Bolden 
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Christ  Evangel ical  Lutheran Church 
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We’re on the web! 
www.celcal.org 

FIRST 
CLASS 

POSTAGE 32747 Lake Road 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Lynn R. Schlessman, Senior Pastor 
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director 
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Sign up to receive the monthly newsletter via email. Just email Kathy 
Greene, Church Secretary, at celc@centurytel.net to add your name to 

the list. You will help reduce the cost of copying and postage,              
(we mailed 97 October newsletters @ .42 per copy),                                   

in addition to saving our earth by reducing paper usage and                                      
ink toner cartridges. 

 


