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(refer to back page for daily  
readings) 
 
Read the daily Bible        
Readings for Epiphany and 
come on Sunday mornings 
at 9:00 a.m. to reflect on 
what these Bible readings 
mean for your life today. 
 
The class will begin on    
Sunday, January 11, and   
continue through Sunday, 
February 22. 
 
The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America has        
begun a Book of Faith        
init iative….encouraging    
Lutherans to read their        
Bibles.    
 
The Northeast Ohio Synod 
(NEOH Synod)  has               
responded by publishing a 
list of daily Bible readings 
for Epiphany. 

You may follow this Bible     
reading schedule on your 
own and/or join a class on 
Sunday mornings to talk 
about and reflect on what 
these readings mean for your 
life.   
 
Jesus wants us to be in   
community with each other,    
supporting each other as we     
discover what it means to 
follow Christ in our daily 
lives. Jesus says, “Where 
two or three are gathered    
together in my name, there I 
am among them.”            
    Matthew 18:20 
 
Epiphany opens a season of 
light- the Lord’s light - that 
has entered our lives and 
helps us see beyond the   
darkness, and energizes our 
lives with his work in the 
world.   It is a celebration of 
hope – light in darkness        
- that is ours in Jesus Christ, 
the Lord! 

�
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FROM THE PASTOR... 
 
I remember when our first color TV was 
brand new.  I moved up close – so close that 
the individual dots of color were all that I 
could see.  This one red, that one green,   
another blue – dots of color. I could see no 
picture – I could make no sense of what 
was on the screen.  I was seeing everything 
exactly as it was and yet not seeing at all. 
 
Sometimes I think of the events of a day as 
being like that:  a smile on the face of a 
cashier – a scowl from a teacher – a word of 
criticism from a son or daughter – the assur-
ance, “I love you,” spoken by a mom or 
dad.  Little dots of color when taken one by 
one but when seen from the perspective of 
the whole day these moments may take 
form or shape.  “It’s been  a good day,”  we 
say because there were more kind words 
spoken than unkind.  Yet sometimes we are 
just too close to things to have much       
perspective. 
 
Like when a job has been lost. 
 
Or a loved one dies. 
 
Or when one we love has fallen in love with 
us. 
 
God sees things from an eternal perspective 
– the whole   picture.  God sent Jesus to    
reveal that perspective to you and to me. 
 
We are living in some complicated times.  
Anxiety is       everywhere, temptations to 
panic or despair are frequent. 
 
Jesus knows about complicated times.       

Jesus knows about pain and loss, sorrow, 
disappointment.  But Jesus was not defeated 
by any of these.  Even when death had done 
its worst God was not done loving his Son 
and giving him life. 
 
Jesus wants you and I to see ourselves from 
the viewpoint of God’s eternal perspective.  
You are loved.  Eternally.  Even when you 
and I experience pain and loss, sorrow and 
disappointment God’s love can bring new 
life, new hope to those who believe. 
 
Someday when we see the whole picture.  
Then we will know that it was not our wise 
investments that mattered, nor our being 
able to discern the right fork to take each 
time the road divided.  Someday we will 
know placing our trust in the God that Jesus 
trusted and called Father is what really   
mattered. 
 
Peace be with you. 
 

Pastor Schlessman 
 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 
Bible Study on Philippians 

 
A four - week class based on Paul’s letter to 
the Philippians will be held from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. beginning on January 4.  This class 
will be for those interested in becoming 
members of Christ Lutheran and those who 
are already members.  At the conclusion of 
the four weeks those choosing to join Christ 
Lutheran will determine a Sunday on which 
they will be received into membership in 
the congregation.  If you will be attending 
this class or would like more information 
please call Pastor Schlessman at 933-6263 
ext.22. 
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Linking Employment, Abilities & Potential (LEAP) 
is affiliated with Lutheran Metropolitan Ministries 
(LMM) which is one our Outreach ministries        
supported through our Benevolence donations. 
LEAP (www.leapinfo.org) has provided accredited 
services to persons with disabilities for over 27 
years. Chuck Heindrichs, a member of our church, is 
a member of the LEAP Board.  
 

LEAP provides consumer-directed services and    
advocacy for persons with disabilities through      
offices in Cuyahoga and Lorain Counties. Included 
in LEAP programs are Centers for Assistive       
Technology, Personal Assistance, Community     
Employment, Youth Transition, Disability Education 
and Advocacy (which includes a recreation           
program known as Quantum LEAP), and a Public 
Policy Center. 
 

LEAP, in a collaborative effort with Welcome 
House, a residential agency serving persons with 
mental retardation/developmental    disabilities (MR/
DD), is looking to expand disability services for a 
number of seniors with MR/DD.  Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church is being considered as a potential 
site for daytime activities utilizing a few of our    
Sunday School rooms during the week. Lisa     
Goodwin from the Avon Lake Senior Center          
indicated that a number of the programs offered at 
the Center would make for a great fit for this group. " 

 
Praise Band Schedule (10:30 Worship) 

 

January 18 & February 15, 2009 

Praise Band News 
 

The Praise Band is beginning it’s efforts to 
raise funds to purchase a portable sound 
system. Currently we borrow a small mixer and 
karaoke microphones when we play on Sunday’s.  
We have grown to a total of  8 members and what 
we are currently using doesn’t have enough        
capabilities to provide for monitors and has no  
portability to play  outside of the sanctuary.  The 
Praise Band would like to thank the Senior Choir 
for contributing the excess funds from their chair 
fundraising efforts toward the new sound system.  
Please join the Praise Band and Senior Choir at 
Camp Night on January 24th as we continue towards 
our goal of raising $1,510.00  Also, stay tuned for 
other future fundraising events including a concert 
in early spring. 

“Loving Jesus”  
 A book by Mark 

Alan Powell 
 

On January 15 at 1 p.m. a 
class will begin based on this 
book.   Class members will read a portion of the 
book each week and talk about what loving Jesus 
means for faith and living.  While this book is     
simple and  direct the ideas that are presented will 
help the participants grow in love and response to 
Christ.  Each week this class will meet for an hour.  
If you are interested in joining this class call Pastor 
Schlessman at 933-6263, ext. 22.  He will order the 
books for class members if you call by January 6. 

Loving Jesus  

 

T.O.R.C.H.  
 Teen Out Reach through Christian Help   

 

Attention junior high and high school youth!  We 
will be doing another TORCH event this January! 
This is a service opportunity that you won’t want to 
miss. What is T.O.R.C.H.?   It is a service program 
that teaches students the importance of servant 
work and how each of us is called to be Christ to 
others in need.  
 

TORCH began with churches from the Berea area.  
It was a fantastic experience for the teens and adults 
who were involved in this outreach program. A 
sample Saturday looks like this: 
 

12:15 p.m.   Meet at Christ Lutheran Parking lot 
1:00 p.m.    Arrive at host church. Travel to Servant 
Site (various agencies and missions in Cleveland) 
4:00 p.m.     Return to host church. 
4:30 p.m.     Share stories of the day 
5:00 p.m.     Dinner 
6:00 p.m.     Approximate time of return to Christ     
Lutheran parking lot 
  

Check the bulletin board for details.  Next TORCH 
event is scheduled for Saturday, Jan. 10.  Contact 
Sue Schlessman is you have any questions. 
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Please pray for… 
 
Karen Lecorchick  - EMH 
Ken Reiber - Fairview Hospital 
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Jan. 10 — Noon—TORCH meets at church 
 

Jan. 24 — 6:00 p.m. Chili & Cheesecake       
       Challenge and Silent Auction 
 

 
Keep Sunday, February 15, 2009 open on your    
calendars. It’s Family Bowling time, 2-4 p.m.! 
More information in the January bulletin. 

 
 

Congratulations, Ryan! 
 

     Christ Lutheran congratulates Ryan Smarsh 
who graduated from Cleveland State University 
on Dec. 14, 2008 with a degree in Psychology.   

 

Congratulations, Teresa! 
 

     Christ Lutheran congratulates           
Teresa Reiner who graduated from LCCC 

with an Associate Degree in Nursing. 
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Christ Lutheran Book Club 
 

The group will not meet this month 
but mark your calendars for the 
Sunday,  January 25 at 7 p.m. at the home of 
Doris Gaertner. The discussion for January 
will be The Story of Edward Sawtelle by 
David Wroblewski. Newcomers are  welcome!  

Come Scrapbook With Us 
Never scrapbooked before? No problem. We will 
help you get started. We know many of you     
scrapbook and we want you to come!  If you have 
questions, or want more information, please feel 

free to contact       
Dell-Ann Lewis at 
937-9772 or Chris 
Toy at 933-8454. We 
look forward to     
seeing everyone on 
Friday, Jan. 9 at 7:00 
p.m. 

High School Mission Trip  
 

(Appalachian Service Project) 
 

The high school youth are planning to  participate 
in a mission trip to the Appalachian area June     
14 — 20. We will be doing this mission trip with 
Bay Methodist Church. Over the next several 
months the kids will be organizing several fund-
raising events to raise the amount required to     
participate. The next planned event will be a    
Submarine Sandwich sale for Superbowl Sunday. 
You will be able to order a submarine sandwich 
and soup sale and pick up at church on Superbowl 
Sunday. You will be all ready for the festivities! 
Any youth interested in joining in for the mission 
trip please call Eric Mohney. 
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Welcome home from the hospital! 
Dale DeLong 

 We hope you are feeling much better. 

Thank Offering Update 
Our thank offering this year amounted to $98.29! 
There are some boxes on the small table in the    
narthex for you to use next year.  Any questions 
call Doris Klement 933-6742. 

Address Changes 
 

Daniel & Melissa Ingraham 
1473 College Drive Apt. 7 
Toledo, OH   43607 
 
Keven Radke 
6710 Renwood Drive 
Parma, OH    44129    
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All Three rolled into one marvelous night at Christ Lutheran! 
January 24 — Dinner is at 6:00 p.m.  

There will be activities for everyone, not the least of which will be deciding 
 which chili and cheesecake are the best!   

Children will be doing “camp” activities.  Bring a friend!   
We would like to double the number of children attending camp this summer. 

 
The money raised from this family event will go toward purchasing sound equipment for the Praise Band. 

 
 
Who:     Children in grades 1-6 
 

What:    Listen to stories about Jesus…..crafts, games, snacks, and singing. 
 

Where:  Christ Lutheran Church Social Hall 
 

When:   The six Thursdays during Lent February 26 - April 2,  3:30 — 5:00 p.m. 
 

Why:     To strengthen our relationship with Jesus, to learn more about Him, and to spend time with our church 
              friends 
How:     Call the church office, 933-6263, ext. 23, to register.   $5 charge to cover costs of materials. 

Howard and I are so blessed to have such a great church family! It never ceases to amaze us how   supportive 
you all are. You're always there with prayer, love, support and gifts. God bless each and every one of you, 
we appreciate you very much. A blessed Christmas everyone and have a healthy,  Happy New Year! 
                       With love and appreciation,                 

  Howard & Marilyn Pressnell 
 

A BIG thank you to all of you for helping the Senior Choir raise money for new choir chairs. We have 
reached our goal and when we get the final approval from the Church Council in January we will be  placing 
our order for 25 new choir chairs! 
 

The extra money that we raised and the money from the next two fundraisers, Family Caroling Event supper 
and the Chili Cheesecake Challenge, will be given to the Praise Band to buy needed sound system         
equipment.                 Thank you for your ongoing support.   
�
As many of you may remember Ollie and Bill Roden, long term residents of Avon Lake, were very active 
and major supporters of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church. They became members around 1954. Over 
the years they enjoyed participating in many church projects. Bill was president of Church Council for 
many years.  Ollie was a member of Anna Circle and made the paraments for the church.  Linda, their 
daughter, was in Luther League growing up in the church.  Ollie passed away in 2003, Linda in 2004, and 
Bill in 2007 at the age of 100 1/2. One of their wishes in later years was that the church receive something 
to   remember them by.  The new carpet was what Jim, their son; Ruth, daughter-in-law and Jarret, their 
only grandchild decided should be their legacy. The carpet was dedicated on November 8-9, 2008 from 
Jim, Ruth and  Jarret.                                       Ruth Roden 



Summary of   
Council Minutes 
December 4, 2008 

 

Attendance:  
Tom Reiner, Russ Roth, Pastor Schlessman,  
Ryan Smarsh, Roberta Ekleberry, Cathy Mohney,  
Mike Muir  
 

Guest:   Ron Lewis 
 

The meeting was called to order by Tom at 7:05 
p.m. with an opening prayer by Pastor Schlessman.  
Minutes from the November Council meeting had 
been previously approved by email. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Chuck Heindrichs (reported by Tom Reiner) 
Beginning in 2009, the Willing Hearts contribution 
will now be included under the Building Fund.   
Expenses vs Income year to date are currently 
$2,043 to the red. Mike moved to accept the    
Treasurer’s report. Kathy seconded. Motion 
passed. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Schlessman 
Pastor Schlessman requests that $20,400 of his  
salary for 2009 be designated as housing            
allowance. He estimates that this amount          
represents the fair rental value of his home         
furnished and with utilities. 
Tom Reiner informed the meeting that under the 
tax law an ordained minister is (1) not subject to 
federal income tax with respect to the housing    
allowance paid “as part of compensation to the   
extent used to rent or provide a home” and (2) not 
subject to federal income tax on the rental value of 
a home supplied rent-free. 
The Church Council on the 4th day of December, 
2008 after considering the statement of Pastor 
Schlessman setting forth the amount Pastor 
Schlessman estimates to be the fair rental value of 
the home, furnished, plus the cost of utilities, on 
motion duly made by Mike and seconded by Russ 
adopted the following resolution: 
Resolved, that $20,400 of Pastor Schlessman’s 
2009 compensation shall be designated as housing 
allowance.  
 

Guest:  Ron Lewis 
Ron reported the need for a new sound system for 
the choir loft to enhance the music presented by the 

 

Praise Band. He has researched the cost of a Live 
Sound Package that would include a power mixer 
and four speakers at a cost under $1600 that would 
be portable. A request was made to begin planning 
to raise money to supplement a grant requested 
from the endowment fund. They would like to have 
a concert open to the community inviting surround-
ing Bands to join in that would include a free-will 
offering. Cathy moved to authorize the Praise Band 
to begin to raise money for a new sound system. 
Ryan seconded. Motion passed.  
 

President’s Report:  Tom Reiner 
The Nursery School board has found that since the 
Board owns the Nursery School, each board   
member is required to complete a background 
check at a cost of $46 per person. This expense 
will be reimbursed by the Nursery School with the 
exception of Pastor Schlessman who will pay it out 
of his Professional Expense fund. 
The Nursery School is applying for recognition by 
the “Step Up to Quality” program of the State of 
Ohio. The Nursery School has been approved for 
an on site visit by the program.  If after that visit 
the Nursery School is recognized grant money will 
be received.  
 

Property  Report: 
Tom Ballintine  (reported by Tom Reiner) 
The new window have been ordered for the      
bathroom and kitchen. An Exit light was repaired 
as required by the Fire Department. The hallway 
door will be repaired this week allowing easier 
opening.  
A team of volunteers will be needed to help keep 
the sidewalks cleared for Nursery School and   
Worship Services. These will need to be completed 
before school starts at 9:00 during the week and the 
weekend Services at 5:00 and 8:00.  
 
Worship & Music Committee:  Ryan Smarsh 
The Sunday School program will be held            
December 14. The Cantata will be presented on  
December 21. 
 
Stewardship: 
Mike Muir 
Family Promise is planning a Bowling fund raiser 
for February 21. It was suggested this be combined 
with our annual bowling event. 
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The committee will be meeting next week to       
review the Commitment Cards. A report will      
follow. 
 

Evangelism 
Roberta Ekleberry 
Gregory and Jennifer Arebaugh, along with their 
children Greg and Cathy, have transferred their 
membership to the Avon Lake UCC and requested 
to be removed from our Church roll. Mike moved 
we accept this request. Cathy seconded. Motion 
carried. 
Requests were received from James and Charlene 
Tintelnot with Christa and Tricia and Katie 
Schlessman to be removed from the Roll as they 
have moved away from the area. 
Mike moved and seconded by Russ we accept their 
requests. Motion carried.  
 

Christian Education 
Through a written report Sue Schlessman reported 
that events including the Thanksgiving Eve     
Worship November 26, Family Advent Wreath 
making November 30, the Sunday School      
Christmas program Heavenly Harold December 
14, and Camp Night January 24. A program Listen 
to Jesus is being planned during Lent. 
 

Outreach: 
Cathy Mohney 
Research will begin for a new mission partner that 
meets the intended purpose. Suggestions will be 
presented at the May Congregational meeting. 
 

Fellowship: 
Bob Olds (reported by Tom Reiner) 
Seventeen people with a possible nineteen have 
signed up to attend the Christmas Carol at        
Playhouse Square.  
 
Youth:  
(reported  by Cathy Mohney) 
A Mission trip fund raiser is being planned for   
December 13 with the youth providing baby-sitting 
at the church. 
 
Old Business: 
The Choir is continuing their fund raising. They 
have decided to go with a smaller chair reducing 
the size from 22” to 20”. The chair model still 
needs to be approved by the Church Council.  

 

New Business: 
Research into placing Recycle bins in the parking 
lot has been referred to the Property Committee. 
Family Promise has been offered the use of a house 
in Amherst to host the families the week of     
Christmas. Volunteers will be needed from all 
hosting churches to provide activities, serve meals, 
spend the night, etc. 
 

The next Council meeting will be held January 8, 
2009. After praying the Lord’s Prayer, the meeting       
adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 

 

 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Council Minutes ~ Special Meeting 

December 14, 2008 
 

Attendance:     Tom Reiner,  Russ Roth,  Pastor 
Schlessman,  Chuck Heindrichs,  Mike Muir, Tom  
Ballintine,  Cathy Mohney,  Rob Johnson,  Ryan 
Smarsh,  Roberta Ekleberry,  Kris Simecek 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Tom 
Reiner at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Chuck Heindrichs made a motion to amend the current 
health care reimbursement plan to change the forfeiture 
provisions so that there is no forfeiture at the end of 
each year for funds not expended.  Roberta Ekleberry 
seconded.  Discussion followed and clarification was 
made that Joy Hacker, accountant and advisor to the 
NEO Synod, has advised us to make this amendment to 
comply with current laws.  Motion passed. 
 

Pastor Schlessman made a motion to cap the health care 
reimbursement plan for 2009 at $1,200.  Chuck         
Heindrichs seconded.  Motion passed. 
 

A brief discussion followed by Chuck Heindrichs     
concerning LEAP which is a non-profit organization for 
disabled adults.  LEAP currently houses 8 senior adults 
on the west side, and they are looking for a different 
venue for daily activities for their group.  They would 
like to use our Sunday School room five days a week 
and participate in the senior citizen activities supervised 
by our city’s Parks & Recreation Department.  Chuck 
has discussed this possibility with Lisa Goodwin of the 
Parks & Recreation Department, and she is supportive 
of this proposal.  More discussion will follow at our 
next Council meeting. 
 
After saying the Lord’s Prayer, the meeting was       
adjourned at 10:18 a.m. 

 � ! 
 " ! � � !# � ! � 

Page 7 
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We’re on the web! 
www.celcal.org 

 

32747 Lake Road 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Lynn R. Schlessman, Pastor 
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director 

Northeastern Ohio Lutheran 
2009 Epiphany Daily Bible Reading 

 

During Epiphany we are asking you to join with your sister and brothers through-
out the synod to read the books of Mark and Acts of the Apostles; one chapter a 
day beginning on Sunday, January 11 and concluding on Monday, February 23. 

 
Jan.  11  -  Mark 1    
Jan.  12  -  Mark 2 
Jan.  13  -  Mark 3 
Jan.  14  -  Mark 4 
Jan.  15  -  Mark 5 
Jan.  16  -  Mark 6 
Jan.  17  -  Mark 7 
 
Jan. 18  -  Mark 8 
Jan. 19  -  Mark 9 
Jan. 20  -  Mark 10 
Jan. 21  -  Mark 11 
Jan. 22  -  Mark 12 
Jan. 23  -  Mark 13 
Jan. 24  -  Mark 14 
 
 

 
Jan. 25  -  Mark 15 
Jan. 26  -  Mark 16 
Jan. 27  -  Acts 1 
Jan. 28  -  Acts 2 
Jan. 29  -  Acts 3 
Jan. 30  -  Acts 4 
Jan. 31  -  Acts 5 
 
Feb.  1    -  Acts 6 
Feb.  2    -  Acts 7 
Feb.  3    -  Acts 8 
Feb.  4    -  Acts 9 
Feb.  5    -  Acts 10 
Feb.  6    -  Acts 11 
Feb.  7    -  Acts 12 
 
 

Feb.  8    -  Acts 13 
Feb.  9    -  Acts 14 
Feb.  10  -  Acts 15 
Feb.  11  -  Acts 16 
Feb.  12  -  Acts 17 
Feb.  13  -  Acts 18  
Feb.  14  -  Acts 19 
 
Feb.  15  -  Acts 20 
Feb.  16  -  Acts 21 
Feb.  17  -  Acts 22 
Feb.  18  -  Acts 23 
Feb.  19  -  Acts 24 
Feb.  20  -  Acts 25 
Feb.  21  -  Acts 26 
 
Feb.  22  -  Acts 27 
Feb.  23  -  Acts 28 


