
What’s going on at Christ Lutheran on Sunday? 
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Adult Sunday School Class 
9:00 a.m. 

Meets in the South side     
of the Social Hall 

Live at Five 
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High School Sunday  
School Class 

 9:00 a.m. 
Meets in classroom #1 

Fork in the Road 
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High School Sunday School Class  —   5:30 p.m.   Youth and Family Night  
�
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Attention High School Youth! 

Mark Sunday, October 12, on your calendars.  We will have an organizational meeting 
for the High School Youth following supper at 5:30 p.m.  Come and give your input for 

the High School Youth program as a calendar will be developed for this year. 
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God deserves to be worshipped. 
 
Mark Alan Powell in this book, Loving Jesus, 
spends a whole chapter talking about this fact.  
God deserves to be worshipped.  As we gather on 
Saturdays or Sundays we gather because God    
deserves to be worshipped.  I had almost forgotten. 
 
It is easy to think that worship is for us – what we 
will learn, what we will do, how we will feel     
during worship and when worship is over.  God 
can be pushed off to the side and people put right 
in the center.  It is not a matter of the style of the 
worship or the hymns that are sung (though some 
hymns may seem to be more about us than        
centered in God). I find that sometimes my mind 
and my heart are filled up with thoughts about me 
and the others who are gathered.  Then the prayers 
that I lead seem to be focused on the people who 
are hearing the prayer rather than on the God to 
whom we are speaking. The hymns can be more 
about how I sound and how others who are singing 
are sounding, the pace of the singing and whether I 
like the words  instead of the hymns being sung for 
God and to God.  The sermon can be all about 
keeping people interested and entertained rather 
than listening for what God speaks through the 
word. 
 
We gather to worship because God deserves to be 
worshipped. Whether at home or on vacation God 
deserves to be worshipped.  Whether I have a busy 
Sunday planned or was out late Saturday night God 
deserves to be worshipped.  Whether or not the 
style of music is to my liking God deserves to be 
worshipped. 
 
God has created us, given his Son for us, made our 
bodies the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. That 
is why God deserves our worship – on weekends 
and the whole week through. 
 
Peace be with you. 
 
Pastor Schlessman 
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On October 29th Margaret Sonntag a former member of 
Christ Luth and an honorary member of the Lydia/Naomi 
Circle will be celebrating her 101st birthday! We asking 
members of the congregation to send her a card and greeting 
for this milestone in her life. Her address is also in the 
church directory. 

Margaret Sonntag 
c/o James Brophy 

22 Canvasback Lane 
B. Quogue, NY  11942 
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All events are held on Main Street at Lutheran Home at   
Concord Reserve, 2116 Dover Center Road, Westlake. 
 

Oct. 1st Along with SJWS presents a four part 
series on Alzheimer’s. Part 1 Dr. Amelia 
Lierena presents “An MD Perspective”,      
6:30-8:00 p.m. Light refreshments served. 
                                            RSVP by Sept. 24th. 

 
Oct. 8th Lisa Rachul, CPA of Thrivent Investments, presents 
Investment: Strategies for Women, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Lunch will be served.                                  RSVP by Oct. 1st. 
 
Oct. 8th (also) Lutheran Home at Concord and SJWS      
presents Part II of Alzheimer’s Presentation, 11:30 a.m.-
1:00 p.m. Attorney to be named (topic) 6:30-8:00 p.m. Light       
refreshments served.                                   RSVP by Oct. 1st. 
 
Oct. 15th Lutheran Home at Concord Reserve and SJWS   
Part III Alzheimer’s Presentations, Mary Lambert,          
6:30-8:00 p.m. Light refreshments will be served. 
                                                                     RSVP by Oct.8th. 
 
Oct. 29th Sharon Kanta “ Falls Prevention What you Need 
to Know to Survive”, 2:00-3:30 p.m.       RSVP by Oct. 22nd. 

RSVP to: 1-440-871-0090 
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Will be held at St. John Ev. Lutheran Church, 11333 Granger 
Road, Garfield Heights on Sunday, November 9, 2008 at 
2:00 p.m. As in years past, the worship service this year is        
sponsored by the Cleveland Lutheran Veterans Club. All     
veterans who have served in our Armed Forces will be    
honored.  A special guest speaker will be bringing us words 
of hope and comfort. Join us for the worship service and stay 
for a reception afterwards. Mark the second Sunday in      
November now so that nothing else will be scheduled in the 
afternoon of November 9th. Look for more information next 
month.  

 
In Christ, Rev. Vern Bok,  (Ret. LTC US) 
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Sunday, November 9, 2008, 3:00 p.m. at Grace            
Lutheran Church, 9685 East River Road in  Elyria. 
Cost per person is $2 (proceeds to be used for our 
local food bank). Paid reservations postmarked by 
Nov. 1 will be entered into a drawing for a food/gas 
card. Come and hear David Paul Britton, founder of 
MMME, The Ministry of Musical Mission and    
Education, as he shares the gospel message through 
the boldness of music, song and fun! Following the 
concert, elections will be held and you can enjoy our 
Hot Dog Bar with all the trimmings!  Send           
reservations c/o:  Emilie Feddeck (Events Director), 
238 Reserve Avenue, Oberlin, OH 44074-9328.    
Questions about this event, give Emilie a call at   
440-774-4723.  If interested in serving on the local   
Chapter Leadership Board, please contact President, 
Diane Lamoreaux at 440-988-7107. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Junior Choir                                  
a note from Sue Schlessman 

I  will be directing the Junior Choir as we look for a 
permanent director.  I am adding a Christian        
education component to Junior Choir.  Each month I 
will focus on one Bible story and we will sing a    
related song.  Choir practice will be from 6-6:30 
p.m.  From 6:30-7:00 p.m., my goal is to set up a 
rotation schedule:   

 
Week 1 – teach the Bible story with an activity 
Week 2 – do a related craft 
Week 3 – drama 
Week 4 – games 
 
 

I am currently working on getting someone to help 
with the 6:30-7:00 p.m. segment. We will continue 
to sing for the 10:30 a.m. worship on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month. Beth Kral is organizing a  
Junior Bell Choir for grades 4-6.  They will practice 
from 6:30-7:00 p.m. 

 
Parents, mark this date:  Sunday, November 16.  
The Junior Choir has been asked to sing at the           
Stewardship meal at noon that day.  I hope you and 
your children can attend this event. 
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Tuesday, October 14, 2008 

 
Begins at 9:00 a.m./Return approx. 3:30 p.m. 

 in the Castele Learning Center Lutheran Hospital 
 1730 West 25th St. 

 (Enter thru W28th & Franklin entrance) 
 
FREE PARKING IN SECURED LOT ON N.W. 
CORNER OF WEST 28TH & FRANKLIN 
 
Faithful Servant Award and Faithful Congregation 
Awards will be presented during lunch (provided).  
 

Free will offering. 
 

RSVP TO 216-771-8110 (24 hrs./day) by Oct. 6th. 

Praise Band Schedule 
Sundays Oct. 12, Nov. 9, Dec. 7 
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Summary of  
Council Minutes 
September 11, 2008 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
Chuck Heindrichs  
Weekly contributions in June, July 

and August averaged about $4,500; the budgeted 
amount is $5,100 per week.  Our 2008 Budget shortfall 
(YTD) stands at $18,310.  Our projected end-of-year 
balance for the Willing Hearts campaign is $170,000.    
Jeff Martin wrote a letter to the state of Ohio,            
requesting that two of our lots be considered tax-exempt 
(the other four lots are already considered tax-exempt).  
The state of Ohio has agreed; therefore, we should be       
receiving rebates soon.   
 
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Schlessman 
Pastor will be taking vacation on September 26,        
October 3, 4 and 5.  We have received a letter from the 
Synod, challenging every congregation to donate an 
extra $1,000 to the Synod benevolence fund.  If any 
member would like to donate to this special request 
from Synod, envelopes should be marked appropriately 
and the money will be forwarded to Synod.   
 
Finance – Rob Johnson 
Rob has met with Chuck to review the budget so far this 
year.   
 
Property – Tom Ballintine 
A call has been made to Ted’s Carpet to fix some     
imperfections with the installation of the carpeting. 
 
Bill Higgins, Sr. would like to donate a heater and     
possibly new windows, for the old bathrooms.   
 
Choir Loft chairs were discussed. Motion made by Rob, 
and seconded by Cathy, to give Sue Schlessman the 
authority to work with the choir to select chairs and  
solicit donations, and to make a presentation to Council 
at a future meeting on the choir’s chair choice, and total 
cost, for final approval by Council.  Motion passed. 
 
Worship & Music – Ryan Smarsh 
(reported by Tom Reiner) 
The Worship & Music questionnaires have been       
reviewed.  The congregation feels we have a good     
variety of music at our services (traditional &            
contemporary).  They also felt that we should sing the 

Psalms once a month, and try new hymns.  It was also 
felt that we should try parts of the new settings in the 
hymnal.  It was reported that our sound system is not 
recording properly; right now, cassette recordings are 
made of each service for use by our shut-ins.  The     
present  system may just need cleaning, and we may 
also research a new  recording system (digital or CD        
recording). 
 
Stewardship – Mike Muir 
A new campaign will begin soon to increase             
contributions.  This fall campaign will start next week – 
it is hoped the congregation will become closer and 
more involved, and work toward a common goal of 
raising $50,000. A dinner will be held on November 16, 
after the 10:30 service, to celebrate the end of the     
campaign. 
 
Evangelism – Roberta Ekleberry 
Council may still try to hold a retreat during the day – 
possibly through the Congregation Resource Team. 
 
Christian Education 
Since there is no current Christian Education          
Committee Chairperson, Sue Schlessman wrote up a 
report for Council.  Rally Day was a success, and 
teacher training was held on August 21 with a good 
turnout.  Sunday School began on September 7, and the 
Third Grade Bible class will run from September 14-28.  
Upcoming events include a Sunday School/Ice Cream 
Social on September 14 and a Family Halloween Party 
on October 25, 6:00-8:00p.m.  The Sunday School   
received $3,282.42 from the Endowment Fund – this is 
for use in 2009.  Sue is directing the Junior Choir until a   
director can be found, and Beth Kral will be organizing 
a Junior Bell Choir. 
 
Outreach Ministry – Cathy Mohney 
Almost all of our agencies attended Rally Day.  Our 
church was mentioned in a recent newsletter from Love, 
Inc., thanking us for helping with their “Clothe a Kid” 
campaign. 
 
Fellowship – Bob Olds  
The church camping trip was a lot of fun – participants 
enjoyed fishing and horseback riding, and attending a 
Baptist church service on Sunday morning.  A dinner 
may be planned in early to mid-November for the     
congregation.  Upcoming events may also include the 
“Dinners for Eight” and a dinner/show at Playhouse 
Square (“A Christmas Carol”). 
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Council Minutes continued: 
 
Youth Committee – Tom Reiner 
Plans will be made soon to have the youth attend the 
ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans in 2009. 
 
Old Business 
It had been reported (in July) that there would be some 
inactive members removed from our church roster.  
However, before we remove them from the roster, we 
will call on these members (and if unable to call on 
them, we will write a letter to them) to see if they wish 
to be removed from our roster. 
 
Mark Packer will be heading the Building Use Task 
Force; they will have their first meeting soon. 
 
Chuck reported that the $6,500 in the 2008 budget for 
the Pastor’s sabbatical, which was not taken this year, 
was withdrawn from the Operating Fund and placed 
into a 9 month Certificate of Deposit. 
 
The Fall Congregation Meeting was discussed.  Motion 
made by Chuck, and seconded by Rob, to hold this 
meeting on Sunday, November 16, immediately       
following the 8:00a.m. service.  Motion passed. 
 
New Business 
Council would like to express their gratitude to two 
members who have devoted much of their personal time 
to benefit our church:  
  

Marilyn Pressnell  
 for her 20+ years in working on the newsletter 

 
Kendra Cristiano  

 for her devotion to the children of the          
congregation in directing the Junior Choir. 

 
The Council sends their sincere appreciation to these 
two members for their hard work and dedication. 
 
An air hockey table has been donated to the church by 
Jeff Martin.  It was felt that the Youth Group, and the 
Family Promise families, would make use of this.    
Motion made by Pastor Schlessman, and seconded by 
Mike, to accept this donation.  Motion passed. 
 
Anita Hlava would like to donate a table and chairs to 
the church.  Motion made by Pastor Schlessman, and  
seconded by Mike, that Tom compose a letter to Anita, 
allowing her to use the table and chairs in the space that  

 
 
is currently being used as a library, as long as that space 
is being used as a library.  Motion passed. 
 
Anita would also like to donate a wood chest, and has 
asked Tom to make two more chests (to be paid for by 
Anita), that will collect donations for the library. The 
Property Committee will review the chests and make a 
recommendation to Council at a future date. 
 
All members are asked to approach the Property     
Committee before donating any items to the church. 
 
The Youth Committee’s bank account at U.S. Bank was 
closed. The bank had sent a letter to the church, noting 
the inactivity of the account. A procedure needs to be 
established, and someone from the Youth Committee 
needs to be responsible for their money.  Rob will    
research this and report at a future Council meeting on 
his recommendation. 
 
The need to monitor and control our paper products was 
again discussed.  Sue Schlessman could be in charge of 
items and disburse them when necessary.  We will look 
into reorganizing the current kitchen cabinets and      
possibly installing new locks on these cabinets to hold 
these products.  
 
The hiring of our new secretary was discussed.  Pastor 
made a motion, and seconded by Roberta, to employ 
Kathy Greene as our new secretary, effective 9/10/08.  
Motion passed. 
 
Chuck reported that the Constitution Committee has 
been hard at work.  They are halfway done with        
rewriting our by-laws.  
 
Chuck and Rob distributed copies of the proposed 2009 
budget.  This budget is being called a “Base Budget” 
which means certain items or increases have not been 
automatically added to this budget.  The congregation 
will be given a list of items that have been deleted, and 
added, to this “Base Budget” before the November 
meeting.  The congregation can be prepared to vote on 
any additions or changes to the budget at the November 
Congregation Meeting.  
 
 
The next Council meeting will be held on October 
2 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Christ Lutheran Book Club 
 
The group meets the Last Sunday 
of the month at 7 p.m. at the home 
of Doris Gaertner. The discussion 
for Oct. will be The Monster of Florence” by 
Douglas Preston. Newcomers are welcome! 

Come Scrapbook With Us 
 

     The Christ Lutheran Church Scrapbook Group 
will begin again in October. Due to scheduling    
conflicts, our first meeting will be Sunday, October 
12th at 6:30 p.m. Beginning in November, this group 
will meet the 2nd Friday of every month at 7:00 p.m. 
     Never scrapbooked before? No problem. We will 
help you get started, share materials and ideas, and 
learn different techniques from one another, and how 
to weave our faith into our scrapbooks. We know 
many of you scrapbook and we want you to come! 
     Please mark your calendars and save a date with 
us every month. If you have questions, or want more       
information, please feel free to contact Dell-Ann 
Lewis at 937-9772 or Chris Toy at 933-8454. We 
look forward to seeing everyone on Sunday,         
October 12th at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
I am retiring from one of the best “jobs” in the world. 
For the past 23 years I have been privileged to serve 
you as I helped the church secretaries as a typist and 
writer of the Messenger. I had a lot of fun              
interviewing new members, confirmands, and high 
school graduates. That was one of the most fun parts 
to that “job”, I want to thank everyone of our church 
family members and friends for being so great about 
getting your news to me. God bless each and every 
one of you. You are greatly appreciated! 
 
With love,  Marilyn Pressnell 
 
 
 
Jeff and Deb Martin for the donation of the air 
hockey game. 
 
Barb Rehker-Lee, Jim Roden, Shirley Mitchell, Patty 
Knip for maintaining the flower beds and boxes. 
 
Quella Columbaro as Chairperson of the Rummage 
Sale and Elsie Kral for Hospitality. 
 
Proceeds from the Rummage Sale $950.00 will be      
donated to the Building Fund and proceeds from the 
food sales $335.00 will be used to purchase kitchen 
supplies. 

Address Changes 
 
Martha Bodach 
Royal Oaks Nursing Home 
6973 Pearl Road   Room #109 
Middleburg Heights, OH  44130 
 
Beth Kral 
422 Metcalf Road 
Elyria, OH  44035 
Home phone # 440-365-0198 
Cell Phone # 440-409-9497 
 
Katie Schlessman 
2361 SE 45th Avenue 
Portland, OR  97215 

& 

Please Pray For: 
 
Ken Reiber 
Esther Bolden 
Sarah Lewis 

Sympathy To: 
 
    John Lonas & Kathy Ray and family on the  
     death of  wife and mother, Florence Lonas.  
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Cornerstone Among  
Women Annual Life  

Walk & Youth Challe nge 
 

Saturday, October 11, 2008 
Registration 8:30 a.m. 

 
Three Locations:  

Elyria 
 Wellington 
Westlake 

 
For registration forms and/or to 

make a pledge check out the         
Church bulletin board. 

 
Questions call Deb Emrick  

440-670-3393 
  

    In welcoming Kathy Greene as the 
new Church Secretary.  Kathy and her 
family husband Mike and son         
Michael, recently transferred from 
Northern Virginia. They are a United 
States Coast Guard family and have 
taken up residence in Avon Lake. 
     Please take a moment and stop by 
the front office Monday—Friday,       
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m., to say hello and       
welcome Kathy to our community. 
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To all the volunteers that assisted 
with the Rummage Sale—we     
couldn’t of done it without each of 
YOU! 

 
 

What Happens to Bulletins  
After They Are Read? 

Each week they are put in the recycling box 
in the work room. When the box is full the 
paper goes to the recycling bin at the Avon 
Lake High School.  
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We’re on the web! 
www.celcal.org 

FIRST 
CLASS 

POSTAGE 32747 Lake Road 
Avon Lake, OH 44012 

Lynn R. Schlessman, Senior Pastor 
Sue Schlessman, Christian Ed. Director 

Be on the lookout—IT is coming. 
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